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What is serving? Giving of ourselves to God. It is hard to define without 

examples, and is very similar to worship and often happens as a result of proper 

stewardship. 

 

Sometimes it is easier to serve in the glamorous ways rather than the mundane 

ways. 

 Serving while on a mission’s trip, or being a part of an adventure might 

make serving very fun. It isn’t as fun when it is behind the scenes, thankless, and 

mundane. 

 

-”Serving is as commonplace as the practical needs it seeks to meet.” 

 

If it is so common, they why is it so difficult for us to serve willingly and with joyful 

hearts? 

 “Two of the deadliest of our sins- sloth and pride- loathe serving.” 

 

-When we serve, we want to be noticed, right? If no one notices what we do 

(except God of course), it is hard to be motivated. Our pride wants to get some 

praise, and we might even slip in what we do in conversation to make sure 

people notice how great we are. 

 

-The same is true of our stewardship. We want to see results from what we invest 

in, whether it is investing our time or our money. When fruitless results happen it 

is hard to want to direct our resources in that direction in the future. 

 

Nevertheless, Good stewardship and Serving are expected of us. (Psalm 100:2) 

→ there is no such thing as spiritual retirement or spiritual unemployment in the 

kingdom of God. 

 

What motivates us to serve? 

 

1. Gratitude → 1 Samuel 12:24, “when the fire of service to God grows cold, 

consider what great things the Lord has done for you.” 

 

2. Gladness → Psalm 100:2  

 We shouldn’t be sad or sulking when we serve the Lord, we should be 

glad and joyful to be able to serve our king. 



“You don’t mope or sulk when you serve a king. Not only does it give the 

appearance that you don’t want to serve the king, but it is a statement of 

dissatisfaction with the way he’s running things. 

 

-Serving God shouldn’t be a burden, but a privilege. Imagine if you had the 

chance to “serve” one of your favorite celebrities. Wouldn’t you love to just be 

a part of something like that? Yet, we aren’t content to be in the service of 

God. 

 

3. Forgiveness, not Guilt 

Isaiah 6:6-8 → Isaiah finds forgiveness, then is willing to serve. God doesn’t give 

us guilt trips to motivate us. As Christians, we don’t serve because we are trying 

to earn something. We serve because of what has already been done for us. 

 

“The child of God works not for life, but from life; he does not work to be saved, 

he works because he is saved.” 

 

We have to make sure our service isn’t motivated by trying to find favor with 

God. We aren’t trying to manipulate God by doing things for Him. We serve Him 

because of what has already happened. 

 

4. Humility (John 13:12-16) 

Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. Even though He is the greatest, He acted as 

the lowest. 

When we are confronted with greatness, it motivates us to be humble and to 

want to serve what is greater than us. We don’t do it for a reward or to be 

noticed. 

“The Christian serves with humility because it leads to Christlikeness.” 

 

5. Love (Galatians 5:13) 

Love is strong, perhaps the strongest, motivator for service. This causes us to no 

longer live for ourselves, but for others. If we love someone, we want to please 

them. We want to show them that our love for them is genuine. That plays out in 

service. 

 If you like someone, you’ll gladly do favors for them. 

 You’ll do anything they ask to prove your love 

 

Every Christian is Gifted to Serve 

Don’t use the excuse, it just isn’t my gift, for why you won’t serve.  

1 Peter 4:10-11 → God has gifted every Christian, and we are to use those gifts 

in service to God. (multi-colored painting analogy) 



How are you gifted? How can you use that gift in God’s service? 

If you aren’t using your gifts to serve the Lord, I would argue that scripture 

is clear that you are living in disobedience to Him. 

 

How our gifts are used will look different for everyone, but everyone should 

serve according to their gifts 

 

The same is true with stewardship-if we aren’t stewarding our resources in the 

way God commands, then we are living in disobedience to Him. Each should 

steward according to what God have placed under their care, whether it is 

wealth, talent, time, children, etc. 

 

STEWARDSHIP- MANAGING OUR RESOURCES 

Introduction → So much of the stress in our lives comes directly from how we 

manage two things: Time and money 

 -Being late to school, not having enough time to get your homework 

done, being late on a bill, not having enough money to do an activity, etc. 

 

-If we can properly manage, or steward, these things, we will reduce the stress 

in our lives, and more importantly, we will be closer to a godly style of living. 

 

1. Managing our Time 

 A. The Days are Evil → Ephesians 5:15-16 

It is especially hard in our culture to be disciplined with our time 

because there are so many distractions that call for our thoughts 

-Be disciplined in our thinking 

  Col. 3:2 

 

What distracts our thinking from thinking about godly things? 

 Social gossip, inappropriate movies, bad music, innuendo, etc. 

 

-Hundreds of things call for our attention everyday, and we have to be 

disciplined in what we respond to and what we ignore.  

-We will usually spend our “thought time” on things we think will bring us 

pleasure, but we have to measure that pleasure with what the Bible says will 

really satisfy. 



 B. Eternity 

 The day will come when we are out of time. We only have this life to 

prepare for it. 

 

How are you using your time to prepare for eternity and do things that have 

lasting value? 

Ask, “5 years from now, will I regret spending my time this way?” 

 

Priorities of spending time in H.S., College, Single, Married, w/kids 

 

1 John 2:17 

Proverbs 27:1 

James 4:13-14 

 

Don’t fall into the trap of excuses, saying, “I just didn’t have time for that. I 

didn’t have time to read my Bible today, I didn’t have time to pray, I didn’t 

have time to go to church or Bible Study...” The reality is that you didn’t MAKE 

time for it. 

 

-We always make time and adjust our schedules for the things that are really 

important to us. 

 

No Regrets- Proverbs 5:11-14 

 -Don’t come to the end of your life filled with regret for how you spent 

your time. The reality is that we should start each day, purposing to live as if that 

were our last day on earth. 

 

“Resolved, That I will live so, as I shall wish I had done when I come to die.” i.e. I 

will live every day as if it were my last day, doing nothing that I would regret or 

do differently. 

 

Time is precious and is easily lost. It is perhaps the only thing that we can’t 

change, can’t add to, can’t undo... it is fixed, as are the number of our days. 

 

Something we have a bit more control over, but just as much responsibility is 

money. 



2. Managing our Money 

The disciplined use of money requires that we manage it in such a way that our 

needs and those of our family are met.  Managing out money is a spiritual issue.  

 

1 Timothy 5:8 

-God owns everything- Psalm 24:1 

So, the question isn’t, “How much of my money should I give to God, but how 

much of God’s money should I keep for myself?” 

 

Our act of giving money to God is actually an act of worship. 

-That’s why we take an offering as a part of the service on Sunday, 

because it is part of our worship. 

 

It isn’t a duty or obligation, it should be worship. 

 

The Basics of Giving- 

-We give based on what God has already given to us. It is an act of faith, 

believing that God will continue to provide. 

-Give sacrificially → sacrifice is always used in connection with what we give.  

 2 Cor. 8:1-5 

 Mark 12:41-44 

 

 “Giving isn’t sacrificial unless it is a sacrifice.” 10% might not be sacrificial 

for us, whereas 5% might be very sacrificial for others. It isn’t about the 

percentage, it is about giving sacrificially, not just what we can afford. 

 

-Be trustworthy with what God gives you 

 Luke 16:10-13 

 

-Give Thankfully, willingly, etc. 

 2 Cor. 9:7 

 

-Plan it a do it regularly → 1 Cor. 16:1-2 

 

-Be blessed from your giving → Luke 6:38, 2 Cor. 9:6-8 

 -This isn’t prosperity gospel, it is a giving principle 


