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Not Ashamed: Confident Evangelism in the 21st Century – This class will address the God-given mission of 

winsomely engaging unbelievers in our lives and the world around us with the truth of the gospel. 

Together we will come to appreciate the timeless truth that we are all created by God and live in a world 

created by God; therefore, it is impossible to believe any other truth claims about the world other than 

those revealed to us in scripture without our perspective being inconsistent with reality. We will seek to 

understand spiritually, emotionally and rationally the process of evangelism.   

The objective of this class is: To instill within every believer the confidence to speak truth into the lives of 

those with whom we work, learn and play, and evangelistically engage our society with the universal truth 

claims of scripture.  

Worldview: The manner in which we see the world and understand our place in it.  

In the previous two lessons we explored together the cultural streams influencing our current generation 

as well as the foundational elements for a Christian worldview. We have witnessed how a purely Christian 

worldview, one that is governed by scripture, is not as common as we might initially think, but vestiges of 

such a worldview coupled with historic philosophy of extra-biblical origins have led to misunderstandings 

among many regarding the role of the church in society. This has significant ramifications for how we do 

evangelism. After re-establishing the foundation of a biblical worldview (our previous class) we are free 

to move on to addressing an issue that is often as equally misunderstood as that of a biblically informed 

worldview: the proper Christian response to culture.  

1) What is Culture – It is helpful before moving forward in addressing the correct biblical approach 
to interacting with culture to establish a definition for culture; one that is universally employed 
as well as existentially sound. H. Richard Niebuhr, in his book Christ and Culture, defines culture 
as, “…the ‘artificial, secondary environment’ which man superimposes on the natural. It comprises 
language, habits, ideas, beliefs, customs, social organization, inherited artifacts, technical 
processes, and values.” In other words, when one is speaking of culture, what is really being 
referenced is the manner in which humanity lives and relates to one another. This is a 
comprehensive term and encompasses all the means through which we converse including, the 
arts and literature as well as cinematography and music. In any generation, there is a prevailing 
culture in which the society at large exists. This may vary between countries and people groups, 
as well as geographic areas and ethnicities. We have endeavored in previous classes to identify 
the prevailing culture of our time. Likewise, in each generation there are a variety of sub-cultures. 
A sub-culture can be defined as the various means in which a specific people communicate or of 
the specific values of a group which is/are different from those of the culture at large. In this 
regard, the evangelical church in America possesses a sub-culture which can be contrasted from 
American society at large, and on a micro level there is enough variance between denominations 
that one might define each denomination as a separate sub-culture of American evangelicalism. 
Culture in and of itself (be it secular culture or church culture) is neither bad nor good. Rather, all 
culture is a means of communication an expression on the most fundamental level of our 
humanity. As such, culture and the ability to create it is a gift from the Creator God and is part of 
His good creation. For the Christian living in the United States within the twenty-first century 
swimming within the waters of postmodernism, the questions then arises (more specifically), 
what should be the Christian response to the culture at large (and by inference the various sub-
cultures we encounter along the way)? 
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2)  Embrace Culture – One of the responses among many in the American church has been that of 
embracing culture. These churches have adopted the cultural relativism handed down to them by 
post-modern man and have allowed the values of their faith to be shaped by the prevailing 
consensus of society instead of adhering to the authority of scripture. They justify their 
compromising position while remaining nominally “evangelical” by adopting a hermeneutic of 
progressive revelation in which the moral compass of society becomes the authority for the 
church.  Without fail, such churches have thrown out the biblical teaching of total depravity 
altogether and have a watered down view of sin as simply “missing the mark” or may prefer to 
call those vices allowable by society at large to be labeled “mistakes” instead of sins and 
transgressions.  It is important to note that even though there are denominations that are 
represented by a majority of people who adhere to this view of the Christian’s response to culture, 
there is no denomination within the evangelical American world that does not have at least a few 
within the church who hold (at least sub-consciously) to this view. In the words of Christ, such 
Christians are in the world (the prevailing culture of the age) and of the world (the prevailing 
culture of the age). The casualty of this reaction to culture is the integrity and purity of Christ’s 
church and the adjudication of the truth of scripture.  
 

3) Escape from Culture – On the other end of the spectrum, there are those among the evangelical 
church within America that have objectified the term “culture” to mean only the expression of 
those who are damned, and fail to understand the proper use of the term. Such people in an 
attempt to separate from culture have retreated into their own sub-culture and have created an 
idol of God’s good creation. One need only reflect on the comments made by well-meaning 
Christians at the height of the culture wars to realize the spirit of isolationism and escape 
prevalent among those who have retreated into the asylum of the church and rendered impotent 
the command of their Savior to make disciples of all men. The casualty of this reaction to culture 
is the effectiveness of the mission of the church.  
 

4) Engage Culture - The final reaction to culture and one that is most consistent with scripture is the 
view of engaging culture. This view declares that culture is part of God’s creation and is a 
characteristic of being made in the image of God. Therefore, if there is no secular/sacred divide 
(as we discussed in the very first week of class) then there is no such thing as sacred and secular 
culture. Instead, all forms of human expression are subject to the Christian worldview which we 
have set forth in this class and which comes to us handed down from scripture, God’s revelation 
to mankind. This is not to say that all cultural expressions are good, but that all cultural 
expressions are consistent with the biblical framework of creation, fall, and redemption.  
 

Only when the church has disassociated ourselves from the view that culture is independent of 
the created order (and therefore something that must be replaced instead of redeemed) can we 
be equipped to meaningfully engage our culture at large with the truth claims of scripture.   The 
correct biblical view of interacting with culture then demands of us: to what extent are we 
bringing Total Truth to bear upon the greater culture in which we live? This necessitates a thought-
provoking consideration of our own Christian sub-culture to see if we are being effective at 
engaging all of God’s creation with the story of redemption. As Francis Schaeffer stated, 
“Christians should never give any onlooker the right to conclude that Christianity believes in the 
negation of life. Christianity is able to make a real affirmation [of life], because we affirm that it is 
possible to be in a personal relationship to the personal God who is there and who is the final 
environment of all He created. Therefore, since God made the whole man and is interested in the 
whole man, the salvation which Paul preaches is a salvation which touches the whole man ... 
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[including] culture ... which flows from people’s relationships with each other.” This means, quite 
literally, that we are in the world (because it is God’s world created by Him), but we are not of the 
world. Our view of the world (worldview) is governed by scripture and the glorious light of the 
revelation of Christ instead of our depraved condition and idolatrous heart.  

 


