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Major Prophets: The phenomenon of Old Testament prophecy may seem extraordinary to modern man, 

especially considering similar experiences recorded among pagan cultures throughout the ancient near 

east. However, the role of the prophet among the people of God is truly unique in comparison to the 

distinctive message delivered as well as the willingness of the prophet himself to suffer harsh 

punishment and even death because of his proclamation. The word of the prophet was no mere 

exercise in religious experience, it was the quintessential scenario of a covenant God addressing his 

people living in a manner that does not reflect their calling. Even so, the mission of God is clarified and 

explicated in an unprecedented way in the period of the prophets.  

The objective of this class is to explore the depth of the sin of the OT people of God as well as the great 

grace of God as he continues his redemptive plan throughout history. We will explore the world and 

message of the Major Prophets seeking to answer the question, what was the message of the prophets 

to the OT people of God, and what is their message for the people of God today  

Introduction: Last week we explored the global extent of both God’s judgment as well as salvation. This 

week, we explore two more segments of thought presented by the divinely inspired prophet: glorious 

future of God’s people, and the troublesome present. We will see how God offers instruction for his OT 

church as well as the church of today to be still and rest in calm confidence in God’s sovereign work, 

knowing that if things are bad now (and they will be), that this is not the end. The end of the story has 

already been decided by God and is revealed to us for our edification. God will reign victorious and all 

who place their trust in him will enjoy endless peace in his presence.  

Part One: Waiting for the Great Banquet – Chapter twenty-five follows hard on the heels of chapter 

twenty-four in which the earth is laid waste and nations are judged. This had an immediate fulfillment in 

the downfall of nations experienced at the hand of world leaders whom we saw last week were used of 

God to execute his justice in the earth. However, on the grand scale of redemptive history, the final 

judgement is here forecasted for all peoples of the earth. Isaiah 24:1 declares, “Behold, the Lord will 

empty the earth and make it desolate, and he will twist its surface and scatter its inhabitants,” We noted 

last week that this continues the description of the notable Day of the Lord in which God’s wrath is 

visited upon all. It is during this time that, “From the ends of the earth we hear songs of praise, of glory 

to the righteous one.” So, what is the response of the prophet? Chapter 25 verse 1 declares, “O lord, you 

are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of 

old, faithful and sure.” Isaiah, here personally joins the praise of the people of the earth referenced 

above. He has seen the end of the judgement of God, and knows that such judgment leads to a desired 

end: the redemption of all things.  

In verses six through nine we see once again a description of the salvation that God himself will provide 

on the top of his holy mountain. This is the same mountain referenced in 2:2-3 as well as 4:5 that is 

exalted and all nations come to seek salvation from it. Here we have a description of a banquet, which 

points to redemption complete and the consummation of all things. We read, “On this mountain, the 

Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, a rich food full of 

marrow, of aged wine well refined. And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast 

over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord 

God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 

earth for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, ‘Behold this is our God; we have waited for him, 

that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
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salvation.’” Those who were previously invited to come seek refuge in the house of the Lord (Moab) will 

be thrown out (25:10) because they failed to wait upon and place their trust in the Lord. For all who 

place their trust and confidence in YAHWEH, they will be protected and their minds will be at peace. 

Note that the global aspect of God’s redemptive work is here affirmed in verse one when God will make, 

“… for all peoples…” a feast. This feast is described as food fit for a king, royal and rich in nourishment 

and pleasant to the taste. Barry Webb, who wrote a commentary on the book of Isaiah, is correct to 

point out, “It is of course a victory celebration, but in the description of the feast, new dimensions of 

that victory are revealed. It will be total victory because it will be victory over the ultimate enemy – 

death. It simply asserts that the Lord will do all these things: he will make a feast, he will destroy the 

shroud, he will swallow up death, and he will wipe away all tears.”1 It is quite possible that this passage 

is meant to evoke the memory of Exodus 24:11, when the elders of Israel were encouraged to feast on 

the Mountain of God in the presence of God. The contrast between that day and the one here described 

is that the rest of Israel were forbidden on the pain of death from touching the mountain. Here, all 

peoples are invited to come and dine.  

Isaiah was distressed when he witnessed the realities of the present full of judgment and suffering, from 

which the people of God were not exempt (24:16b), and he was exuberant and grateful when he saw 

the promise of the future (25:1). However, between the promise fulfilled and the present there remains 

a task that has always been and will probably always be a trial to the faith of the people of God: to wait 

patiently for the Lord. The hope of the nasty present is that, “You (God) keep him in perfect peace whose 

mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you” (26:3). In this chapter, the very source of comfort for 

God’s people is revealed as nothing less than hesed or covenant grace. We see this mentioned in 26:12, 

“O Lord, you will ordain peace for us, for you have indeed done for us all our works.” In other words, 

even the ability of God’s people to wait on him is an outflow of the grace of God. This sounds very much 

like Paul’s message to the Philippians in Philippians 2:13, “For it is God who works in you, both to will and 

to work for his good pleasure.”  

Finally, amidst death and destruction, there is a promise of hope and resurrection. In 26:19 we read, 

“Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy! For your 

dew is a dew of light and the earth will give birth to the dead.” This hope points to the consummation of 

all things, at the time of the resurrection of the body, of which Christ, the promised seed of Jesse is the 

first fruits (1 Corinthians 15:23).  

Chapter twenty-seven repeats the hope expressed in chapter twenty-five referencing the destruction of 

Leviathan, the mythical sea monster that represents the embodiment of evil in the earth, as well as the 

restoration of Israel, the people of God. The restoration is described in a parable that parallels the 

destruction foretold in chapter 5 verses 1 through 7.  

Before moving on from this section, there is one very important point that must be made that is critical 

to understanding this time in redemptive history. Every descendant of King David who sat on the throne 

established by God himself is, in a sense, Mashiach (or Messiah), because they are divinely anointed by 

God to do so. The term, “Messiah” will take on a superlative meaning after the return from exile 

because of the reality of what Isaiah experienced. The Davidic dynasty had failed to secure the type of 

safety and righteousness among the people of God that was purportedly believed and expressed in the 

anthem of the period of the Judges. The statement, “There was no king in Israel, every man did what 

                                                           
1 Webb, Barry G. The Message of Isaiah, The Bible Speaks Today. Pg. 111 



Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel 
 

Baney, Lesson 3 – Spring 2017   
 

was right in his own eyes”, implies that with the advent of a king, the apostate people of God will be 

kept on the straight and narrow and the full provisions of the dominion of God as expressed in the law 

of God could be realized. However, with the decline and failure of the Davidic dynasty, the realization 

that this hope is attainable through a mere man, a descendant of David notwithstanding, is futile.  The 

hope given to the people of God that brought assurance in the present state of affairs was the certainty 

of a king who was to come who would be able to make the vision a reality because he is a descendant of 

David, and he is Divine. This theme will be amplified later in the book. Again, Webb well states the point 

when he says, “Isaiah’s contemporaries could not put the world to rights any more than their ancestors 

could, nor were they expected to do so. All the Lord required was trustful waiting.”2 

Part Two: Sick in the Head – Chapters twenty-eight through twenty-nine reveal the nature of the 

inadequate and misleading leaders of the people of God. Both the northern kingdom of Israel as well as 

the southern kingdom of Judah fall under the reprimand of the Lord’s prophet. To the north, he 

declares, “Ah, the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, and the fading flower of its glorious beauty, 

which is on the head of the rich valley of those overcome with wine!” (28:1). To the leaders of the 

southern kingdom he states, “Hear the word of the Lord you scoffers, who rule this people in Jerusalem!” 

(28:14). We see from the text that both drunkenness as well as scoffing (misplaced optimism) are snares 

to godly leadership. Faithful leaders of the people of God are both willing to accept the reality of dire 

situations (hence avoid drunkenness which offers one a false sense of reality), as well as place faith in 

God alone (and forego the denial that the unthinkable is a possibility). In short, such describes the 

leadership of one who has a divine perspective as opposed to the one who judges by what his eyes see 

and his ears hear.  

The response of God to these spiritually sickened leaders is, “Behold, I am the one who has laid as a 

foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: whoever 

believes will not be in haste. And I will make justice the line, and righteousness the plumb line; and hail 

will sweep away the refuge of lies, and waters will overwhelm the shelter” (28:16-17). This is no doubt a 

reminder to the leaders of Israel that God himself chose the Davidic throne and entered a covenant with 

David. This passage probably refers to the Davidic dynasty, in its immediate interpretation, though the 

fuller interpretation is elucidated by the apostle Peter to apply to Christ (1 Peter 2:6). Recall that the 

leadership of God’s people is also sick in the heart – the priesthood or religious fervency of the people of 

God is cankered with hypocrisy. For this reason, God declares, “Because this people draw near to me 

with their mouth, and honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is 

a commandment taught by men, therefore, behold, I will again do wonderful things with this people, 

with wonder upon wonder; and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the discernment of their 

discerning men shall be hidden” (29:13-14).  

Part Three: The hope of men and the plan of God – In chapters thirty through thirty-three the prophet 

presents the solution proposed by worldly wisdom: the reliance upon Egypt and contrasts this solution 

with God’s redemptive plan: divine government. The problem is well defined in 30:1-3, “’Ah, stubborn 

children,’ declares the Lord, ‘who carry out a plan, but not mine, and who make an alliance, but not of 

my Spirit, that they may add sin to sin; who set out to go down to Egypt, without asking for my direction, 

to take refuge in the protection of Pharaoh and to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt.” The people of 

God went back to the land from which they were redeemed, and they failed to consult with the one who 

                                                           
2 Webb, Barry G. The Message of Isaiah, The Bible Speaks Today. Pg. 112 
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redeemed them. Such arrogance might seem outright foolish unless the leaders were convinced of the 

wisdom of such a decision. Obviously, this is a scenario like the one encountered by Joshua and the 

elders when they were new in the land of promise (Joshua 9). They made peace with the deceitful 

Gibeonites and did not pause to ask first the counsel of God. Such a decision was made purely based on 

the way things appeared. In the case of Joshua, it appeared as if the envoy came from a land far away; 

their own story and the appearance of their clothing and molded bread seemed to validate this. So, they 

did not think twice before making a covenant of protection with them and disobeying the explicit 

commands of the Lord. Dependence on Egypt no doubt seemed a reasonable solution for the people of 

Isaiah’s day. They sent donkeys and camels to Egypt loaded with the wealth of the people of God to seek 

refuge in the land. God tells them, “Egypt’s help is worthless and empty…” They are content with leading 

with a human perspective instead of a divine perspective.  

It is interesting to note how easily God’s people both then and now look to the land in which they were 

slaves for deliverance and reprieve when things get difficult. This is not the first time that such a 

temptation presented itself. Indeed, the people of God were barely free before they looked back 

longingly to the land of their enslavement (Ex. 14:11). During the reign of King Solomon, it was an 

alliance between Solomon and the king of Egypt that cracked the door of the king’s own flirtation with 

idolatry (1 Kings 3:1). During the ministry of Jeremiah, after the destruction of Jerusalem, the remaining 

remnant in the land were once again tempted to go to Egypt (Jeremiah 42:19). How glittering are the 

rooftops of the forbidden city, making the redeemed forget their toil and labor in the tire pits of Egypt.  

However, there is a turning point in the chapter (30:18), “Therefore, the Lord waits to be gracious to you, 

and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a god of justice; blessed are all 

those who wait for him.” This verse reveals once more the covenantal hesed of God. God is here 

portrayed as the one who is waiting, waiting to be gracious. In turn, the people of God are instructed to 

wait, wait for him. It is clear what waiting looked like: “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in 

quietness and in trust shall be your strength” (30:15). Unfortunately, God’s people were unwilling. Their 

hearts were set upon Egypt. Because of the hesed or grace of God, “… a people shall dwell in Zion, in 

Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He (God) will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As 

soon as he hears it, he answers you. And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity and the water 

of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself anymore, but your eyes shall see your Teacher and 

your ears shall hear a word behind you saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it…’” (30:19-21a).  

Again, in chapter thirty-one there is a curse brought against those who lead with a human perspective 

instead of a divine perspective: “Woe to those who go down for Egypt to help and rely on horses, who 

trust in chariots because they are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but do not look to 

the Holy One of Israel or consult the Lord! The Egyptians are man, and not God, and their horses are flesh 

and not spirit. When the Lord stretches out his hand, the helper will stumble, and he who is helped will 

fall, and they will all perish together.” If it were not before, it is now becoming clear that with whom you 

form an alliance is very important. If they place their trust in the Lord and wait upon him, then the 

people of God are assured of the safety of his presence. If they rely on Egypt, this war machine that 

seems well equipped for the onslaught of the enemy, they will suffer the same fate as Egypt, they will be 

destroyed. Then, much like today, the hand of God is often invisible and may even seem absent. An 

alliance with Egypt would have doubtlessly seemed like the wisest course of action. As Paul later told 

the Corinthians, “But God chose what is foolish in the world, to shame the wise…” (1 Cor. 1:27).  A divine 
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perspective enables the leaders of God’s people and the people themselves to walk by faith and not by 

sight.  

Chapter thirty-two provides the answer to the false solution of a human perspective: a divine 

government. The Prophet writes, “Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule in 

justice. Each will be like a hiding place from the wind, a shelter from the storm, like streams of water in a 

dry place, like the shade of a great rock in a weary land. The Lord is exalted, for he dwells on high; he will 

fill Zion with justice and righteousness and he will be the stability of your times, abundance of salvation, 

wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the Lord is Zion’s treasure” (32:1-2; 33:5-6). It is clear from these 

passages (as was so well communicated in 6:1-4), that God is the true king of Israel. His kingdom 

representative will be none other than the God-man, Jesus Christ.  

Part Four: Judgement & Return – The thirty-fourth chapter describes judgement that precedes 

redemption. We read, “Draw near, O nations, to hear and give attention, O peoples! Let the earth hear, 

and all that fills it; the world and all that comes from it. For the Lord is enraged against all the nations 

and furious against all their host; he has devoted them to destruction, has given them over for slaughter. 

For the Lord has a day of vengeance, a year of recompense for the cause of Zion.” (34:1-2, 8). It has been 

stated before that judgement and redemption are intimately related. Indeed, there can be no 

redemption without judgement. The offense must be removed before the offended and the offender 

can be brought near. Webb states, “Judgment is not just a judicial or military act. It is God acting to 

claim at last that honor that is due to him as creator and ruler of the world. That is why the Bible ends 

with a great outburst of praise to God for his righteous judgments, for they mean not only the 

vindication of his people, but the vindication of God himself.”3 

Chapter thirty-five concludes this section with a description of final salvation. Here the prophet declares, 

“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it 

shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 

majesty of Lebanon and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God” (35:1-2). 

The good news to those living in the present, the exile that was here implied in the days of Isaiah, those 

who are weak, whose knees are feeble, who have an anxious heart, to these the prophet declares, 

“Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God, he will come and save you.” 

The means of such salvation, the bridge between the land of death and desolation and that of health 

and restoration is none other than the Way of Holiness. By this route the, “…ransomed of the Lord shall 

return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 

gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”   

Conclusion: Isaiah has been called the Romans of the Old Testament. In the passages explored today, 

perhaps more than any other, we can see why. We are allowed a glimpse behind the curtain and are 

called to witness in brighter color the details and promises of God’s work of redemption.  

                                                           
3 Webb, Barry G. The Message of Isaiah, The Bible Speaks Today. Pg. 144. 


