
Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel 
 

Baney, Lesson 4 – Spring 2017   
 

Major Prophets: The phenomenon of Old Testament prophecy may seem extraordinary to modern man, 

especially considering similar experiences recorded among pagan cultures throughout the ancient near 

east. However, the role of the prophet among the people of God is truly unique in comparison to the 

distinctive message delivered as well as the willingness of the prophet himself to suffer harsh 

punishment and even death because of his proclamation. The word of the prophet was no mere 

exercise in religious experience, it was the quintessential scenario of a covenant God addressing his 

people living in a manner that does not reflect their calling. Even so, the mission of God is clarified and 

explicated in an unprecedented way in the period of the prophets.  

The objective of this class is to explore the depth of the sin of the OT people of God as well as the great 

grace of God as he continues his redemptive plan throughout history. We will explore the world and 

message of the Major Prophets seeking to answer the question, what was the message of the prophets 

to the OT people of God, and what is their message for the people of God today  

Introduction: We have been learning through the writings of the prophet Isaiah that God is in control of 

time and history. He exalts kingdoms, and brings kingdoms to the dust; he institutes government, and 

overthrows government at his own discretion. Consequently, he commands his people to rest, and trust 

in him. Today we will see how this command materializes in the life of King Hezekiah during an episode 

that threatened to wipe the city of Jerusalem off the map. We will also begin and explore the next 

section of the book by reading and discussing one of the Servant songs of the book of Isaiah. One song, 

which we will study in greater detail next time, will address how the sins of Israel and Judah, which are 

many and grievous, could be atoned for in seventy short years of exile.  

Part One: God’s Care Exhibited – It is believed that the thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh chapters of the 

book of Isaiah describe events that occurred during the Assyrian invasion of 701 B.C. in which much of 

the land of was devastated. According to 2 Kings 18:7, “And the Lord was with him; wherever he went 

out, he prospered. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and would not serve him.” Consequently, after 

Shalmaneser the king of Assyria decimated Samaria and led the kingdom to the north away into 

captivity, he set he sights on Jerusalem.  

It is important to point out that the alliance between Egypt and Judah that is referenced in chapters 

thirty and thirty-one is condemned not only by God, but by Sennacherib when he taunts the people of 

God and the king. Furthermore, there are other factual statements that Sennacherib makes that could 

easily have come from the lips of Isaiah. Barry Webb describes this scenario well when he states, “This 

speech is a classic study in the Satanic art of sowing doubt and unbelief through subtly twisting the 

truth. The speech is so persuasive precisely because it contains so much that is true. But its basic 

premise is false: namely, that the Lord has forsaken Judah, and therefore that trust in him is futile. It is 

always Satan’s way to make us think that God has abandoned us, and to use logic woven from half-

truths to convince us of it.” 1 

Hezekiah, unlike Ahaz his father, was a righteous king. He began his reign with devotion and dedication 

to YAHWEH, the covenant keeping Lord. He refused to submit to the Assyrian yoke, unlike his father 

before him, and cast off the allegiance that caused the destruction and exile of the northern kingdom 

twenty-one years prior to the incident described in the text. It was apparent to the King as well as all 

Judah that God had used Assyria to discipline Israel (the northern kingdom) even as he had foretold 

                                                           
1 Webb, Berry G. The Message of Isaiah, The Bible Speaks Today. Pgs. 148-49. 
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through Isaiah and others. However, Assyria was not an ally in the eyes of Hezekiah, but an adversary. It 

is no doubt due to the rebellion mentioned by the author of 2 Kings that Sennacherib invaded Judah. At 

this point the people of God are tempted by the taunts of the enemy. They are confronted by the reality 

of their situation, and tempted to doubt God’s providential care and protection of His people. 

Hezekiah’s response reflects his faith in God. He immediately sends word to Isaiah the prophet 

declaring, “This day is a day of distress, of rebuke, and of disgrace; children have come to the point of 

birth, and there is not strength to bring them forth. It may be that the Lord your God will hear the words 

of the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke 

the words that the Lord your God has heard; therefore, lift up your prayer for the remnant that is left” 

(37:3-4). As soon as the servants of Hezekiah reached the prophet, he had a word of comfort and 

consolation for them.  

After the prophet’s oration, God gave King Hezekiah a sign of his deliverance in much the same way as 

he had done for his father (7:10-11). However, this sign would assure the people of God of their 

salvation.  

In chapter thirty-eight we witness an event that may have happened prior to the events described in 

chapter thirty-six and thirty-seven. King Hezekiah became deathly ill and was at the brink of death. The 

prophet came to him and confirmed his suspicion that he would surely die. His response, once again, 

was to cry out to God for mercy and remind God of his relationship with Him. The prophet returning to 

the King, informed him that God would heal him and add fifteen years to his life. Again, the Lord gives 

the king a sign of his salvation: the sun dial of Ahaz would turn back by ten steps. To this Hezekiah 

responds: “Behold it was for my welfare that I had great bitterness; but in love you have delivered my life 

from the pit of destruction, for you have cast all my sins behind your back” (38:17). The experience of 

King Hezekiah is a snapshot of God’s saving grace on behalf of His covenant people. Just as Hezekiah saw 

his bitter experience as beneficial, so too would the judgement that God would bring upon his people 

serve to purify and refine them.  

Finally, an account is given in chapter thirty-nine of the initial encounter between the people of God and 

the Babylonians. Merodach-baladan sent an envoy to King Hezekiah when he heard that he had been 

sick. Hezekiah welcomed the emissaries and gave them a tour of his house and kingdom. The Lord 

rebuked Isaiah for doing so with the following message: “Hear the word of the Lord of hosts: Behold, the 

days are coming, when all that is in your house, and that which your fathers have stored up till this day, 

shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall be left, says the Lord. And some of your own sons, who will 

come from you, whom you will father, shall be taken away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of 

the king of Babylon” (39:5-7). Judah initiated a relationship with the Babylonians for safety and ease. 

The assumption was that they could not possibly be a threat because they were, “… from a far 

country…” However, God assured Hezekiah that it would be the Babylonians whom He would use to 

attack and lead into captivity His people. Hezekiah heard this message and expressed a short-sighted 

sentiment, “’The word of the Lord that you have spoken is good.’ For, he thought, ‘There will be peace 

and security in my days.’” (39:8). This statement might shed some light on why his son, Manasseh, 

turned out to be such a rebellious and ungodly man.  

The conclusion that can be obtained from this section is like that which has already been stated: God’s 

people should live with a divine perspective instead of a human perspective. They are not pleased to 

wait patiently upon God and trust in Him as He commands, but insist on making allegiances that seem to 
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be fail-proof strategies. Therefore, they will be led into captivity in the next generation by the very 

nation that offers them security and strength in the present one.  

Part Two: Comfort for the People of God – Considering the prophecies explored last week regarding 

imminent judgment, the people of God had ample reason to be discouraged. Furthermore, the news 

that the Babylonians would one day come and carry all treasures away captive, killing the king’s sons did 

not alleviate the situation.  God’s response to His people is to declare the following, “Comfort, comfort 

my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her welfare is ended, and her 

iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins” (40:1-2). The 

proclamation of comfort is immediately followed by a verse the heralds the dawning of redemption. “A 

voice cries: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our 

God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill will be made low; the uneven ground 

shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh 

shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken” (40:3-5).  

The above passage is to be understood and interpreted considering its meaning for the people to whom 

it was originally delivered, but like other passages there is a fuller meaning to the text. The people of 

God facing the certainty of a dark future in which judgement loomed closely on the horizon, were 

assured that such judgement would not be the end of them. When one considers the life of King 

Manasseh, the successor of King Hezekiah, it is easy to realize that the sins he committed made the 

judgment foretold irreversible and certain. According to 2 Chronicles 33:2-6, “…He did what was evil in 

the sight of the Lord, according to the abomination of the nations whom the Lord drove out before the 

people of Israel. For he rebuilt the high places that his father, Hezekiah had broken down, and he erected 

altars to the Baals, and made Asheroth, and worshipped all the host of heaven and served them. And he 

built altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, ‘In Jerusalem shall my name be forever.’ 

And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord. And he burned his 

sons as an offering in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, and used fortune telling and omens and sorcery, 

and dealt with mediums and with necromancers. He did much evil in the sight of the Lord, provoking him 

to anger.” When Jerusalem was vexed by marauding bands of Chaldeans, Syrians, Moabites and 

Ammonites it was because Manasseh filled the city of Jerusalem from one end to the other with 

innocent blood that He (God) would not pardon (2 Kings 24:5).  

In this context, God gave his people words of grace and hope. Hope because salvation lay on the other 

side of judgement, and grace, because he guaranteed that such salvation would become a reality 

despite the failure of his people to remain faithful to the covenant. Matthew would later pick up this 

same theme and use it to describe the ministry of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1-3). For the people of 

Christ’s day, they would hear in the words of Isaiah reference to a long awaited redemption.  

Part Three: The Second Commissioning of the Prophet – In 40:6-8 we are witness to the second 

commissioning of the prophet. This time, when the voice says, “Cry” the command is to someone 

specific: the servant of the Lord – the prophet Isaiah. This is to be contrasted with the original 

commissioning of the prophet wherein the voice of the Lord cried saying, “Whom shall I send?” (Isaiah 

6:8). To that call, the prophet remained faithful. Now, he was asking what else he should declare. This 

offers a new break in the writings of the prophet.  His instruction? To, “Go on up to a high mountain, O 

Zion, herald of good news; lift your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear 

not; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him…” 
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(40:9-10a). Zion declares good news (the gospel), which brings comfort to the people of God. With this 

proclamation comes a familiar theme: the call to wait upon the Lord. 40:31 declares, “But they who wait 

for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not 

be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” The message of redemption for the people of God remains the 

same time and again: wait and trust in the Lord! It is this message that Isaiah will share once again.   

Part Four: The Servant of God – The heart of the current text is presented in what has become known as 

the Servant Songs of Isaiah. There is some disagreement as to the exact passages contained in each 

song, but the consensus is that there are four, which can be found in the following texts: 42:1-4; 49:1-7; 

50:4-9 and 52:13-53:12.2 The first of the four is covered in the assigned reading for the day. In this song, 

the following is recorded: “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I 

have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry aloud or lift up his 

voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he shall not break, and a faintly burning wick he will 

not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has 

established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law.”  

To see the immediate reference of this passage as pertaining to Israel, would not be incredulous. In fact, 

Abraham and his descendants are truly the elect (called ones) whose mission is to be the servant of 

YAHWEH and represent His rule in the earth. However, we see from 42:18-25 that Israel was not a 

faithful servant. God declares, “Who is blind but my servant or deaf as my messenger whom I send?” 

(42:19) God’s response to Israel’s unfaithfulness is ultimately addressed through the coming of the 

faithful Servant of the Lord, the one who can atone for their sins and covenantal unfaithfulness through 

his suffering and death (53:5,8).  

The immediacy of their suffering must still be addressed. He offers comfort to His people by reminding 

them of his covenantal faithfulness, “But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who 

formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When 

you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am 

the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior” (43:1-3a). In their hour of suffering, God reminds 

them of their calling, and His redemptive work. He assures them that He has not forsaken them.  

Not only has God not forsaken His people, but he reminds them of His unconditional election. He 

declares, “But now hear, O Jacob, my servant, Israel, whom I have chosen! Thus, says the Lord who made 

you, who formed you from the womb and will help you: Fear not O Jacob my servant, Jeshurun, whom I 

have chosen. For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my spirit 

upon your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants. Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, 

for you are my servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten, by me. I have blotted out your transgressions 

like a cloud and your sins like mist; return to me, for I have redeemed you” (44:1-3; 44:21-22). The 

certainty of God’s redemptive work is attested by the fact that God, the great Sovereign of history, calls 

by name a leader (Cyrus) who will do his bidding more than a century before his birth (45:1).  

Part Five: God’s Refining Purpose – There are two questions that come to mind for the serious student of 

the Bible: how can the sins of the people of God, which were so grievous as to require expulsion from 

the land of promise possibly be blotted out even before the exile? If the sins of God’s people have been 

                                                           
2 See Webb, pg. 170 (footnotes) 



Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel 
 

Baney, Lesson 4 – Spring 2017   
 

blotted out as the above promise indicates, why is impending judgement necessary? The answer to the 

first question will be addressed in our next lesson; however, it is sufficient for now to say that the sins of 

the people of God were atoned for (both past, present and future) in an event that was yet forthcoming 

at the time of the prophet Isaiah, and is now past for the NT church: the sacrificial death of Christ. It is 

impossible to read the current text as well as the next few chapters in the writings of the prophets and 

come to an alternative conclusion without doing a grave injustice to the meaning of the text. Israel, the 

called servant of YAHWEH, has been weighed in the balance and found wanting: they have come up 

short. God’s people have been unfaithful to His covenant since the days of their redemption from Egypt. 

Leaping from the pages of holy writ is forgiveness and redemption declared by a holy and just God who 

cannot turn a blind eye to sins and transgressions. How do we reconcile these two seemingly mutually 

exclusive realities?  

The answer is offered in the continuation of the Servant songs, the remainder of which will be explored 

in the next lesson. The Servant in whom these songs find their ultimate fulfillment will be a man, but not 

merely a man. He will be a King, but not merely a king. He will be a Savior, but not merely a savior. He 

will the superlative, the archetype of all the above.  

As to why judgement and suffering is necessary for the people of God in Isaiah’s day, we find an answer 

provided by God himself in the text: “Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the 

furnace of affliction. For my own sake, for my own sake, I will do it, for how should my name be 

profaned? My glory I will not give to another” (48:10-11). There are three reasons in the above verse 

that offer insight as to the purpose of the impending judgement against Judah and Jerusalem.  

1) Purification – The people of God are being refined, he is removing the dross of their sins through 

affliction. His work of sanctification is carried out the hard way: through discipline.  

2) For the sake of His Name – The people of God, were His servants. As God’s servants, the church 

(OT & NT alike) represents His name (dominion and kingship) to all the earth.  

3) For the Sake of His Glory – Think of the original commissioning of the prophet (6:3). The 

Seraphim in the presence of YAHWEH declared, “…the whole earth is full of his glory!” The heart 

of sin is that man, the creature “…exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 

resembling mortal man…” (Rom. 1:23).  This is the nature of all idolatry, and requires swift 

judgement.  God seeks to purify his people so that all creation might glorify Him.  

The atoning work of the Lord’s faithful Servant will make redemption possible, even the deliverance 

from the land of exile. God assures Israel, “Go out from Babylon, flee from Chaldea, declare this with a 

shout of joy, proclaim it, send it out to the end of the earth; say, ‘The Lord has redeemed His servant 

Jacob!” (48:20) 

Conclusion: As we conclude the lesson for this week, reflect on the reoccurring theme of waiting and 

trusting in the Lord. How has this command challenged your own life? How have you witnessed the 

faithfulness of God even during suffering? Do you think the message of God’s faithful redemption of His 

people from Babylon in the next generation(s) would have been comforting to the people of God in 

Isaiah’s day? How might this compare with the command given by Christ in Matthew 24:44, “Therefore, 

you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”?  

 


