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What do you know about Hinduism? 

 

Famous Hindus: 

Mahatma Gandhi, M. Night Shyamalan, Julia Roberts, Padma Lakshmi 

 

-Make up 13% of world’s population, majority (700 million) live in India. 

-Only 1 country has it as its national religion- Nepal 

-More than 1 million Hindus in North America 

-More of a cultural religion than a creedal one 

 No single founder 

 No central system of beliefs, or shared morality 

 No central organization  

 Very  Individualistic Religion with little or no corporate expression 

 Lifestyle and personal path to God  

 

Where did it come from? 

 Took shape around 1500 BC as a religion of rituals and rules, including a 

priesthood to instruct people, merger of early Indian religion & Aryans 

 500s BC the Brahma concept of God is introduced   Universe is god, 

and god is the universe    Brahman is the Impersonal Universal Soul 

 Ishvara became known to humanity in three forms: Brahma- the Creator / 

Vishnu- The Preserver / Shiva- the Destroyer 

 Vishnu has 10 incarnations, one still future   One was Buddha, though the 

two most important are Rama & Krishna 

 Shiva has a wife represented as Durga, Parvati, Kali, etc    Kali is very 

sinister and bloodthirsty   Recall Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom 

 

Major Beliefs    While many Hindus disagree on their doctrine, most believe in 

these basic concepts: 

 

1. The Impersonal & Amoral Nature of Brahman 

 Impersonal Oneness that is in everything 

 Since Brahman is everything, ultimately no right & wrong, just illusion 



2. The Brahman/Atman Unity 

 We are unified with Brahman, just like the air in a jar is the same as the air 

outside of a jar. If we can be free from the jar we achieve Moksha 

 The “fall” in Hinduism is the ignorance that keeps us in bondage to the 

cycle of rebirth   Human Problem is that we don’t remember our divinity 

 

3. The Law of Karma (Deed) 

 This is cause and effect. Everything we do has a necessary consequence 

that will happen to us in this life or the next. We reap what we sow. 

 Dharma  ==  Deeds sown are not so much moral & ethical, but duty: 

ceremonial & one’s duty according to one’s life station  == Caste System 

 No concept of forgiveness, because all Karma debts will be paid, through 

suffering in this life and the nature of your rebirth in the next 

 Your Karma determines how your life will be, and what your next life will be 

like as well 

 

4. Samsara (Reincarnation) 

 After death reincarnation occurs based on your Karma, either to an 

insect, animal, or human and every level on each of those spheres 

 Never ending cycle of birth, death, and rebirth based on Karma 

 Caste system & high view of animals  ==  vegetarianism 

 

5. Moksha (Liberation/Release) 

 Moksha ==  detachment & release of the finite self (atman) Into the infinite 

 One merges into the oneness of Brahman and loses individuality 

 The wheel of existence (birth, death, rebirth) can only be broken when we 

liberate ourselves from the cycle of rebirth & reunite with Brahman 

 Ignorance == believing in distinctions & Desire == for worldly pleasure and 

success    bind us to earth and the karmic cycle of rebirth 

 Release is achieved by several paths : 

 Mysticism / knowledge (Yoga / Meditation) or asceticism (bed of nails)  

Deny pleasures of flesh, focus the mind inward instead of out to achieve 

infinite realization that Atman is identical with Brahman   the soul is god 

 Devotion (Bhakti)  devotion to a personal incarnation of Brahman 

 Karma  correct works -- ceremonies, sacrifices, pilgrimages, & dharma 



 

  



 

Suggestions for Evangelism 

1. Forgiveness- Jesus offers it, Karma doesn’t    Hinduism buries the problem of 

sin by denying it, saying it is an illusion 

2. God is a personal God, not an impersonal Brahman 

3. Ask, and listen... not all Hindus believe the same thing 

4. Be humble... many Hindus see themselves as superior because they aren’t 

tied to materialism, tolerant of other religions and don’t eat meat 

5. Point them to Jesus... keep pointing them to scripture and how Jesus isn’t just 

another way, he is the only way 

6. Freedom from caste system  “The untouchables have been convinced to 

live this dehumanized life because they are said to be condemned to it by 

the desire of the gods.  Accordingly, it is considered good if they suffer 

because their present suffering will liberate them in the next life.” (Udit Raj at 

a congressional human rights hearing)  You suffer because you deserve it 

7. Christian community and worship  Genuine kindness & love 

 

Potential Problems 

 

1. Cultural barriers- vegetarianism, closeness of family (if one is disgraces or 

changes religions, all are disgraced), see other religions as materialistic. 

a. -Conversion isn’t denationalization. 

2. Not many paths to God. 

a. -Jesus breaks the cycle of striving for a better Karma and a better 

rebirth. (Mt. 11:28) 

3. Jesus isn’t Unique 

a. -Not just another incarnation of Vishnu or another God 

4. You don’t have to pay your own Karmic Debt 

5. The crucifixion is too violent 

a. -It had to be because sin demands a violent price 


