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The Davidic Covenant: The Covenant of Kingdom 
 

1) David Covenant comes as the last in a sequence of covenants found in the Old Testament.  

a) These covenants (Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses & David) form the narrative structure of the OT 

b) Robertson—“From a covenantal perspective, the establishment of the Davidic covenant in the Old 

Testament represented a supreme consummation-point in the history of redemption prior to the 

actual appearance of Christ himself.” ()    The last setting the stage for advent of Christ 

2) Stands as Highpoint For at least 2 Reasons: 

a) Under the  Davidic Covenant the promises to Abraham have their fulfillment. 

i) Israel gains control over full extent of the Land Promised to Abraham 

ii) Israel becomes a single, unified national entity at peace with its enemies 

b) Furthers the revelation of the nature of God, His Kingdom and the Messiah 

3) Even though stands as a highpoint    Also a paradox of God’s Grace 

a) From the time of deliverance from Egypt, God was established as Israel's king.  

b) Judges 8:23—“Gideon said to them, "I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; 

the LORD will rule over you.” 

c) Israel existed as Theocracy  ==  The LORD of the Covenant is the King of Israel 

d) Yet, as we will see, the Kingship is part of God’s sovereign plan for His people 

4) God defends His people through temporary Judges whom He raises up, but He fights for Israel 

a) Israel had existed as loose confederation of tribes, like the US before the Civil War 

b) No Central Government, no capital city, no standing army, no single ruler 

c) Cycle of sin-servitude—supplication—and Salvation through a Judge and God’s intervention 

5) Samuel – the last and greatest Judge does not retire after the Philistine threat, serves for rest of life 

a) Philistines have become serious ongoing threat and Israel sees the value in a centralized 

leadership, including a standing army and the security it can provide 

b) Israel requested a king be anointed to succeed the prophet Samuel to stabilize leadership 

c) Israel rebels and reject the Lord’s direct rule because it wants to be like other nations 

d) 1 Sam 8:7—“The LORD said to Samuel…they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me 

from being king over them.” 

6) Yet the Kingship seems to be a significant part of God’s plan 

a) In his deathbed blessing upon his sons, Israel says that nations will pay homage to Judah and that 

"the scepter shall never depart from" him (Genesis 49:9-12).  

b) The line of Judah becomes the royal line from which David and Solomon stem  ultimately Jesus 

c) Appears that God wove Israel’s sin of rebellion into his ultimate plan of salvation 

7) God chose Saul to lead Israel.  Gave them a king after their own heart    Worldly King & Failure 

a) Then God chooses David to be king instead of Saul (1 Samuel 16:10-13), King after His Heart 

b) The role of king is covenantally established. 

c) It is important to note that the Mosaic Covenant indirectly established the role of prophet 

(Deuteronomy 18:15) and priest (Exodus 29). 

d) The office of King was not covenantally established until the David.  

e) The King has come, Ark is housed in Jerusalem, God associates His Kingship with throne of David 
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8) God established a Covenant between Himself and David 

a) Does not use word Covenant, but the elements are there. 

b) Ps 89:3-4—“You have said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to David 

my servant: 'I will establish your offspring forever, and build your throne for all generations.'" 

c) Saul, David and subsequent Kings are not absolute rulers like the Kings of the nations 

d) God reserves sovereignty for Himself and establishes David as His Son and Subject 

e) The LORD places the obligation of Covenant Obedience upon the king, so that the law of God 

stands above the King.  Offices of Prophet and Priest are separate and help to hold king 

accountable to The LORD    witness Nathan confronting David on behalf of Yahweh 

f) Robertson—“God does not surrender his right to rule his covenant people but rather includes the 

office of the king as a structure within his theocratic rule.  God will rule through the king.” 

9) The elements of the Davidic Covenant: 2 Sam 7:8-16 

a) The preamble to the covenant: a declaration of God's selection and preservation of David 

i) 8 Thus you shall say to my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the 

pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel.  9a And I 

have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you.  

b) The terms of the agreement: 2 Samuel 7:9b -16 

i) 9b And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I 

will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their 

own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 

11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from 

all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 

12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your 

offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He 

shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I 

will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline 

him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not 

depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house 

and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established 

forever.'" 

c) The unconditional nature of the covenant (vs. 15).  

i) 15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away 

from before you. 

10) The promises of the Davidic Covenant:  

a) I will make for you (David) a great name (9)   Abrahamic 

b) Safety for God's people (vs. 10) 

c) Rest for God's people (vs., 11) 

d) The Promise of a Son (12)      Abrahamic 

e) A Special Relationship (14)     Abrahamic 
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f) Your throne shall be established forever (vs. 16) 

11) Virtual identification of the Davidic dynasty with the manifestation of God’s Lordship in the earth. 

a) The King is the “son of Yahweh” ==  Embodiment of God’s rule in Israel 

b) King functions as covenant mediator.  As the national head, the king represents the people 

c) God reigns from Mount Zion in Jerusalem 

12) Kingdom of God has come under David 

a) David asked to build God a house (temple), God says no and Promises to build David’s house 

i) But the kingship ultimately fails to keep covenant and OT ends unsatisfied 

b) Ultimately Jesus comes to “tabernacle” among us in the flesh 

i) As true Son of David who is also true Son of God  (Rom 1:3-4) 

c) Williams—“The history of the Davidic monarchy will record that no member until Jesus fully 

satisfies the kingly obligation of obedience and fulfills the promise of the covenant.” 

13) Acts 1:6—“When they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?”    Throne of David was typological even as the temple was… 

a) In Christ the throne of David and the throne of heaven are united 


