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Not Ashamed: Confident Evangelism in the 21st Century – This class will address the God-given mission of 

winsomely engaging unbelievers in our lives and the world around us with the truth of the gospel. 

Together we will come to appreciate the timeless truth that we are all created by God and live in a world 

created by God; therefore, it is impossible to believe any other truth claims about the world other than 

those revealed to us in scripture without our perspective being inconsistent with reality. We will seek to 

understand spiritually, emotionally and rationally the process of evangelism.   

The objective of this class is: To instill within every believer the confidence to speak truth into the lives of 

those with whom we work, learn and play, and evangelistically engage our society with the universal truth 

claims of scripture.  

We have begun examining seven principles taken from scripture by way of Jerram Barr’s book entitled, 

The Heart of Evangelism. This week we will continue to look at the next three principles as we move 

forward in exploring our calling to be a culturally engaged body of believers who bring the truth claims of 

scripture to bear on all of life. Shaffer was known to say that if he had only one hour with someone, he 

would spend fifty-five minutes asking questions and five minutes trying to say something that would speak 

to his or her situation, once he understood a little more about what was going on in his/her heart or mind.1 

Only when we understand where people are coming from, can we meaningfully dialogue with them about 

the truth of scripture. Lest we be discouraged by this process, it is inevitably a slow one. Barrs makes the 

following comment, “For us, the challenge is, do we believe that God is the one who saves (or do we 

overinflate our responsibility in the process)? Do we trust God enough to send someone away without 

telling that person how to inherit eternal life? Do we recognize that many of those whom we meet are 

not ready to hear the gospel…?”  

1) Speaking the Right Language: Principle 4 -  Last week we touched on the fact that the various 
cultures to whom the Apostle Paul spoke throughout the book of Acts had different languages 
and terminologies requiring a good deal of versatility on the part of the Apostle when sharing the 
gospel with them. We contrasted Paul’s message to the Jews in Antioch (Acts 13:16-41) with the 
message he shared with the Athenians at the Areopagus. There are four characteristics of his 
message to the Athenians that demonstrate his attempt to speak the right language. These four 
characteristics are as follows:  

a) Paul spoke about God by using the Athenian term (in the neuter form in Greek) for 
God. This is translated in our English text as “God” but might more aptly be translated, 
“the divine”.  

b) Paul’s speech (in Greek) relies heavily on repetition and alliteration – a poetic 
structure that would have appealed to the Athenians in the Areopagus. 

c) Paul did not use the name of Jesus Christ, for that name would have meant nothing 
to the people of Athens. Instead, he mentions a “man” whom God appointed.  

d) Paul touches on each major aspect of the Christian worldview without using Christian 
terminology. For instance, in verse 24 he talks about creation – “God who made the 
world and everything in it…” Likewise in verse 26, “…he made from one man every 
nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth…” Then, he references the Fall – 
verse 29 states, “…we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. Redemption is then 
mentioned in verse 30, “…but now he commands all people everywhere to repent.” 

                                                           
1 Barrs, The Heart of Evangelism pg. 225 
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Finally, he references the time of consummation or restoration in verse 31, “…he will 
judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed…”  
 
The method used here by the Apostle is illustrative for us. We can no longer take for 
granted that people within our culture know what such words as sin, salvation, 
righteousness, justification and the like mean. Likewise, for modern man, hell is 
something that has been relegated to the realm of El Dorado and Atlantis.  To begin 
there (as preachers have done in the past) would be fruitless. We must be intentional 
about learning the language of our culture at large so that we are equipped to have a 
meaningful discussion when sharing our faith. To begin with the Fall (reminding 
people they are sinners) will also increasingly become futile in the world of the 21st 
century. We must begin with the whole revelation of scripture, we must begin with 
creation; otherwise the sinfulness of man will seem less catastrophic. The post-
Christian culture of the 21st century must be confronted with the full spectrum of the 
Christian worldview using the right language if we are to become effective at offering 
a reason for the hope that is in us.  

2) Reasoned Persuasion: Principle 5 – To the first century gentile world, the Apostle Paul could not 
have appealed to the special revelation of scripture to begin his gospel dialogue at such places as 
Lystra and Athens, so he used the general revelation from which to make his scripturally sound 
presentation of the gospel of Christ.  General revelation refers to what God has made known 
about himself through the created order. In Acts 14:15b – 17 we read, “…we bring you good news 
that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth 
and the sea and all that is in them. In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their 
own ways. Yet, he did not leave himself without witness, for he did well by giving you rains from 
heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your heart with food and gladness…”  In Athens, he made 
the following appeal to the people at the Areopagus:  

a) Paul appealed to their knowledge of their dependence on the Creator 
(17:25b) 

b) Paul demonstrated God’s providential rule over history and his care for all 
nations (17:26b) 

c) He argued from their recognition of the dignity unique to humanity (17:28) 
d) He urged them to see the inadequacy of their worship and be consistent with 

their belief that human temples could not contain God (17:24) 
e) He affirmed that idolatry is self-evidently foolish – since people make the 

idols from elements in the earth (17:29). 
f) He appeals to the proof of the resurrection of Christ (17:31).  

3) Clarifying the Good News: Principle 6 – We are to build bridges to those who are lost, but the 
bridges must lead somewhere. This leads us to our sixth principle: clarifying the gospel. Paul 
clarified the gospel to the Athenians by demonstrating that, “their deepest longings were met in 
the truth of who God is.” 2 He affirmed what was good within their culture and their worldview. 
He complemented them for seeking God, then he intelligently informs them that this “unknown 
God” can be known. He has visited humanity in his Son Jesus Christ. Paul tunes the message of 
the gospel to the hearts and ears of his listeners and in so doing was able to clearly communicate 
the truth of scripture.  

                                                           
2 Barrs, The Heart of Evangelism pg. 263 


