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Not Ashamed: Confident Evangelism in the 21st Century – This class will address the God-given mission of 

winsomely engaging unbelievers in our lives and the world around us with the truth of the gospel. 

Together we will come to appreciate the timeless truth that we are all created by God and live in a world 

created by God; therefore, it is impossible to believe any other truth claims about the world other than 

those revealed to us in scripture without our perspective being inconsistent with reality. We will seek to 

understand spiritually, emotionally and rationally the process of evangelism.   

The objective of this class is: To instill within every believer the confidence to speak truth into the lives of 

those with whom we work, learn and play, and evangelistically engage our society with the universal truth 

claims of scripture.  

Last week we explored some experiences we can expect as we come alongside of the Holy Spirit and seek 

to engage the culture around us with the truth claims of scripture. This week we will transition to examine 

more carefully the essential scriptural text for this class: (1 Peter 3:15-16) and discuss three of seven key 

principles for engaging the world around us.  

1) Showing Respect: Principle 1 -  Peter in the above passage makes the following statement: “…but 
in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect…” (1 
Peter 3:15-16a). Respect is key for engaging the culture around us. This respect is not warranted 
because the people around us believe the right things – on the contrary, if the culture around us 
believed and taught the truth there would be no need to offer a defense for the hope of the 
gospel. Rather, this respect is warranted because every living human being is an image-bearer of 
God. We see this beautifully in scripture in the sermon delivered by the Apostle Paul to the 
Athenians at the Areopagus. Paul addresses them in a manner, commending their tendency to be 
very religious (Acts 17:22-23). Then, he uses this tendency to proclaim the timeless truth of the 
gospel. He does not attack them for being idolaters, nor does he waste precious time demeaning 
their culture in a manner that would make them feel inferior. Instead, he uses elements within 
their culture to point to the fact that they had created an alternative explanation for reality 
inconsistent with the manner in which they lived. He then used this inconsistency to speak truth 
into their lives.  
 

2) Building A Bridge: Principle 2 – The above scenario in which the Apostle Paul delivers a sermon to 
the men of Athens, is a perfect example of building a bridge for the gospel. This gospel 
presentation is completely different from the one delivered to the Jews in the synagogue in 
Antioch. The Jews in Antioch came from a culture rich in the knowledge of the law and prophets. 
They were steeped in the language of sin and the transgression of the law, and had a different 
lens through which the message of the Apostle could be understood. He could easily use 
terminology with shared meaning to relay the story of God’s love in Christ. He did not have this 
advantage when addressing the people of Athens. However, the Athenians lived in the same 
world as did the Jews of Antioch: a world created by God. Since it is impossible to live in God’s 
world believing a worldview other than that espoused in scripture, and live a life equally 
consistent with your worldview and reality, Paul was confident that, with the aid of the Holy Spirit 
he could find a way of building a bridge to this gentile group of unbelievers. Jerram Barrs in his 
book, “The Heart of Evangelism” identifies six different elements the Apostle built on while 
sharing the gospel with the men of Athens: 

a) They were religious people  
b) They had a desire to worship and a longing to know God. 
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c) They believed that God must be greater than human persons 
d) They believed that God was not dependent on “gifts” from human beings. 
e) They realized that God does not dwell in temples.  
f) They knew something of the dignity of being human; that there is a godlike quality to human 

existence.  

Paul began his sermon, not by providing a laborious definition of sin, but by underlining their 
religious longing, their desire to worship. He could do so because he understood such a desire is 
innate within all of us. All of us were created to worship God. If we do not worship God, we will 
seek something else to worship be it ourselves (as, you might argue, is the condition of 
contemporary man), our jobs, our wealth or some other “unknown” god.  

3) Understanding What Others Believe: Principle 3 – Once we begin from a position of respect for 
others, it becomes necessary for us to better understand what other’s believe about life and the 
world if we are to be truly adept at building a bridge for the gospel.  This is demonstrated in 
scripture when the Apostle Paul quotes two different sources, Athenian authors who expressed 
the worldview in which they were indoctrinated. This no doubt facilitated his earlier discussion 
with them in Acts 17:16-21, a conversation which led them to bring him to the pinnacle of their 
cultural expression: Mars Hill. The Areopagus functioned as the site of judicial appeal for civil 
issues. In the time of Paul, it was apparently a gathering place to hear philosophical arguments 
and learn about new things. It was in route to the Areopagus that Paul spied the numerous altars 
to various idols and the provision, which had been made in the erection of the altar to the 
“unknown god” to satisfy the demands of an unknown deity.  The point to be made here is that 
the position of the Apostle Paul from which he spoke truth into the lives of everyday Athenians 
was achieved through obtaining an understanding of the Athenian culture, an understanding that 
was reached by spending time among them, and learning about their cultural expressions. This 
equipped him to address the obvious pressure point: worship of an unknown deity, and paved 
the way for sharing the gospel.  
 

4) Using These Three Principles in Everyday Evangelism – So, how can the principles of showing 
respect, building a bridge, and understanding what others believe assist you, a member of HPC, 
or any other member within the body of Christ (regardless of one’s cultural context) in engaging 
the culture? Let’s take two different modern artists as an example: Lady Gaga and Pink. In 2011, 
Lady Gaga came out with her song, “Born this Way”. The song was # 1 in the U.S. for six weeks 
straight and was downloaded a total of 3,987,000 times that year. The words are telling, 
particularly in light of the ongoing gender debate. The Chorus and Bridge state the following: 

I'm beautiful in my way 

Cause God makes no mistakes 

I'm on the right track, baby 

I was born this way 

Don't hide yourself in regret 

Just love yourself and you're set 

I'm on the right track, baby 

I was born this way 
 

A different lover is not a sin 

Believe capital H-I-M (Hey hey hey) 
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I love my life I love this record and 

Mi amore vole fe yah (Love needs faith) 

No matter gay, straight, or bi, 

Lesbian, transgendered life, 

I'm on the right track baby, 

I was born to survive. 

No matter black, white or beige 

Chola or orient made, 

I'm on the right track baby, 

I was born to be brave. 

In the same vein, hear these words from Pink, a major recording artist who has had several # 1 
songs but whose song, “Just Give Me A Reason” was # 1 in 2013. The words used to describe a 
loving relationship are below: 
 
 Oh, tear ducts and rust 
 I'll fix it for us 
 We're collecting dust 
 But our love's enough 
 You're holding it in 
 You're pouring a drink 
 No nothing is as bad as it seems 
 We'll come clean 
 
 Just give me a reason 
 Just a little bit's enough 
 Just a second we're not broken just bent 
 And we can learn to love again 
 It's in the stars 
 It's been written in the scars on our hearts 
 That we're not broken just bent 
 And we can learn to love again 
 
This is just an example – two to be precise, of the poetry of our own time. What can we learn 
about our culture from the lyrics of these songs? How can we use these lyrics to engage those 
around us who are more familiar with the lyrics of these songs than John 3:16 with the truth 
claims of scripture? We, as a church must have a sub-cultural awakening and realize that we are 
not in Kansas any more (a cultural allusion to a film that many in the current generation might not 
grasp). If we are to build bridge to the world around us, to our lost family members, neighbors 
and friends; if we are to meaningfully and respectfully engage them with the truth claims of 
scripture, we must learn what they do and do not believe. We must seek to understand others 
before we are equipped to address the inconsistency between their worldview and how they live. 
Then, we will join the Holy Spirit in his great work of evangelism in our time.   


