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Not Ashamed: Confident Evangelism in the 21st Century – This class will address the God-given mission of 

winsomely engaging unbelievers in our lives and the world around us with the truth of the gospel. 

Together we will come to appreciate the timeless truth that we are all created by God and live in a world 

created by God; therefore, it is impossible to believe any other truth claims about the world other than 

those revealed to us in scripture without our perspective being inconsistent with reality. We will seek to 

understand spiritually, emotionally and rationally the process of evangelism.   

The objective of this class is: To instill within every believer the confidence to speak truth into the lives of 

those with whom we work, learn and play, and evangelistically engage our society with the universal truth 

claims of scripture.  

This week we will transition from examining foundational elements that impact our evangelism to 

considering the drive behind the call to evangelize. We will do so by looking at two very important truths 

from scripture: 1) God the Holy Spirit is the great evangelist constantly working in the lives of those who 

belong to Christ to draw them to repentance and saving grace. 2) Prayer plays a critical role in the 

evangelistic process.  

1) God the Great Evangelist – Many believers are overwhelmed with a burden of guilt because they 
feel they are not involved enough in the lives of other people to lead others to Christ. This guilt 
can become debilitating and a discouragement to engaging in the evangelistic process. It can even 
drive some to self-consciously seek to avoid the topic at all cost lest their “inadequacies” be 
revealed to others. I believe this is nothing more than a tactic of the enemy to hinder God’s people 
from fulfilling the commissioning of Christ our Lord. When we examine scripture, the New 
Testament is full of reluctant evangelists who were used by God to reach others in spite of their 
plethora of weaknesses. Such stories are evident in the Old Testament as well. One only has to 
think of the great animosity borne by the prophet Jonah towards the people of Nineveh and the 
miraculous way in which God used him to convert an entire city (despite his hatred for the people 
in it) to understand that God is seeking to fulfill his redemptive restorative process through us, 
weak and fallible though we may be.  Below we will explore four truths about God the great 
evangelist. 

a) Phillip the deacon: There are two noteworthy comments about Phillip, which derive 
from our text. The first is that the Phillip mentioned here does not seem to be Phillip 
the Apostle, but Phillip the deacon (Acts 6:5). We know that Phillip was in Samaria 
because of the persecution which arose after the stoning of Stephen (another 
deacon). However, the apostles were not dispersed because of the persecution of the 
church, but remained in Jerusalem (6:1). Phillip preached Christ to the Samaritans and 
many were converted. The Apostles in Jerusalem heard of this and sent Peter and 
John to pray for the new converts. It seems that this would not have been necessary 
if Phillip was himself one of the twelve. It is highly likely that the Phillip mentioned 
here was Phillip the deacon and not Phillip the Apostle. This is noteworthy, because 
it would have been easy for Phillip to have made the excuse, “I am not going to share 
the gospel with the people of Samaria because I am not an Apostle”. This is, more 
often than we care to admit, our attitudes regarding evangelism, i.e. “I am not going 
to share Christ with my neighbor, but will call my pastor to go visit them instead”. 
Phillip saw the commission of Christ to, “Go into all the world and make disciples…” 
as being universally binding on the church, and so should we. The second noteworthy 
thing about the context of this story is that Phillip was only in Samaria because the 
persecution against the church sanctioned by the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem forced 
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him into dispersion. In other words, he did not plan on sharing the gospel with the 
people of Samaria (so far as we can tell), but took advantage of the opportunity 
afforded by less than ideal circumstances (persecution) to share his faith with the 
unbelieving and culturally anathematized Samaritans. In the context of Phillip’s work 
among the Samaritans we see that God, the great evangelist, was sovereignly 
orchestrating circumstances in such a way to accomplish outreach to the people of 
Samaria.  

b) God’s sovereign providence: it is in the context of the great revival occurring in 
Samaria that God sends and angel to speak to Phillip to go to a “desert place” south 
of Jerusalem to a road that leads west (to Gaza). No further instructions were given. 
So, this obedient servant of God went from the land of the Samaritans to a desert 
place, and didn’t have a clue why he was being asked to go there. It is true that God 
could have had Philip meet the Ethiopian Eunuch at some other (less deserted) 
location, but sovereignly orchestrated the time and location of the meeting so that 
his great evangelistic work would be completed. When Phillip reached the deserted 
place he saw an Ethiopian Eunuch who was returning from Jerusalem riding in a 
chariot and reading Isaiah 53. There could not have been a more appropriate passage 
of scripture for him to be reading in light of God’s evangelistic designs.  

c) A variety of means: It is true that God uses a variety of means to bring us to saving 
faith in him, but as our text reveals, God usually begins nurturing the soil within a 
convert’s heart long before the moment of conversion. We are more often than not, 
completely unaware of the His divine work in the hearts of the converted prior to the 
moment in which they confess faith. It could be a work that began decades before or 
one that started days before. Why was a man of Ethiopia making the long and arduous 
journey to Jerusalem? Why, out of all the possible passages of scripture was he 
reading Isaiah 53? We do not know what happened while he was in Jerusalem nor 
how he came to travel that far distance in the first place. What we do know is that 
God, the great evangelist, was working through a variety of means to make the 
Ethiopian ready to hear the gospel presentation. When Phillip saw the Ethiopian’s 
chariot, the Holy Spirit immediately instructed him to go over and join the chariot 
ride. After presenting the gospel from Isaiah 53, they “happened” to pass a place 
where there was water, and the Eunuch, confessing faith in Christ, asked to be 
baptized. This is what I call a divine encounter; however, it is no less of a divine 
encounter than any of the events leading up to the actual conversion of the Ethiopian 
Eunuch, events which may have been the unsolicited “seeds” sown by others for 
generations.  

d) God is working, we must join Him: The application which we can derive from this 
account of the Ethiopian’s conversion is that we should always be mindful of where 
God is working and be available to be used by him in whatever way he chooses to 
bring others to saving faith in Christ.  

2) The Importance of Prayer in Evangelism – The way that we do the above …become mindful of 
where God is working and be available to be used by him in whatever way he chooses to bring 
others to saving faith in Christ, is through a lifestyle of prayer. Psalms 127:1 states, “Unless the 
Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.” There are four major things we should be 
careful for which to pray: 1) the work of the spirit in our friends, family and acquaintances. 2) 
Open doors for the gospel. 3) Courage, and 4) clarity – see Ephesians 6:19 “…and also for me that 
words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel.”  


