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Not Ashamed: Confident Evangelism in the 21st Century – This class will address the God-given mission of 

winsomely engaging unbelievers in our lives and the world around us with the truth of the gospel. 

Together we will come to appreciate the timeless truth that we are all created by God and live in a world 

created by God; therefore, it is impossible to believe any other truth claims about the world other than 

those revealed to us in scripture without our perspective being inconsistent with reality. We will seek to 

understand spiritually, emotionally and rationally the process of evangelism.   

The objective of this class is: To instill within every believer the confidence to speak truth into the lives 

of those with whom we work, learn and play, and evangelistically engage our society with the universal 

truth claims of scripture.  

Introduction: March 1st began a television series hosted by a major network on the topic of, Finding 

Jesus – Faith, Fact and Forgery. This series is not being hosted by the History Channel, as one might 

expect, but on CNN. According to an article describing the series the purpose of the series is to, 

“…explore whether or not Christ left any physical traces behind, and promising to offer fascinating new 

insights into the historical Jesus, utilizing the latest state-of-the-art scientific techniques and 

archaeological research.” The major news network is seeking to use the Lenten season (forty day period 

leading up to the death, burial and resurrection of Christ) as an opportunity to reawaken the quest for 

the historical Jesus. Although this might seem a positive bit of news it occurs side by side with an article 

revealing that the PCUSA had voted to redefine marriage as a “unique commitment between two 

people” allowing for the parochial sanctioning of marriage between people of the same gender. This 

vote was met by criticism by some particularly the Presbyterian Lay Committee which stated, “In terms 

of the PCUSA’s witness to the world, this vote demonstrates a complete accommodation to the 

prevailing winds of our culture. Any prophetic voice that the denomination may have once had to speak 

truth and call people to repentance is now lost.” 1 How came it to be that on the same virtual page of 

news we have an attempt to “discover” Jesus and an announcement by the church to reject the 

definition of marriage provided by Christ in scripture? The answer is a long one, but one that we must 

understand if we are to meaningfully engage our world.   

1) We have lost our vision – One’s worldview is the lens through which he/she sees the world. It is 
the filter for understanding reality. We have not arrived on the stage of the twenty-first century 
as a tabula rasa (clean slate). We swim in the waters of a troubled sea; a sea perplexed by the 
elevation of post-enlightenment lies above the truth claims of scripture. By and large, the 
church lacks a biblically informed worldview that gives understanding to reality and informs our 
values; therefore, we have a truncated view of the role of the church in society. It has become 
easier for us to retreat into our towers of traditionalism and reject culture and the “rest of the 
world” than to ask meaningful questions about the truth claims of scripture. Many of us have 
subconsciously bought into the lie that there is no universal truth, and if we believe there is 
universal truth, we relegate it to faith in the existence of God instead of God’s design for all of 
existence. We cannot see clearly the framework of biblical truth nor are we confident that this 
framework has any claim on how we govern our lives. The late Francis Schaffer in an address to 
Notre Dame University in 1981 said it best. He stated, “Christianity is not a series of truths in the 
plural, but rather truth spelled with a capital T. Truth about total reality, not just about religious 
things. Biblical Christianity is Truth concerning total reality – and the intellectual holding of that 
total Truth and then living in the light of that Truth.” 

                                                           
1 Carmen Fowler LaBerge, PLC president 
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However, to understand how we arrived at this juncture in history, we have to have a 
rudimentary understanding of the philosophical evolution we have inherited.   
 

2) We have lost our minds – There are two major shifts which have shaped how we see truth. 
These shifts have occurred for many of us, in our lifetime. The first is the shift inherited by the 
classical philosophers such as Plato which distinguishes between the world of ideals and the 
world of reality or to use the language of Plato, the world of form and the world of matter. The 
world of forms is the world of ideals – the perfect circle for example. The world of matter is the 
world of everyday life, in which a perfect circle, even with our advanced technology is extremely 
difficult if not impossible to make. The classics saw no bridge between the two, but rather the 
world of form shaped the world of matter. It was only when the object was released from the 
world of matter that it could obtain its truest form. Thus, the material world was viewed as 
inferior to the immaterial – that which could be seen to that which is unseen. Augustine, the 
early Christian theologian who exerted more influence on Christian thinking prior to the 
Reformation than any other, was influenced by Plato’s distinction between form and matter. His 
theology included this dualistic worldview and became the language of description for Christian 
theologians succeeding him. Thus, the period known as the Middle Ages was dominated by a 
dualistic theology which saw the natural, visible world as inferior to the super-natural invisible 
world. One of the objectives of the reformers was to cast off the oppression of this un-biblical 
dualism and re-define reality in light of biblical authority instead of philosophical belief.  The 
Enlightenment soon did for the world of philosophy what the reformation did for the world of 
theology. However, the dualistic split did not disappear but took on a new form. Since the Age 
of Reason followed close behind the period known as the Enlightenment, reason – particularly 
scientific reason was assigned to the level of matter and personal values were relegated to the 
realm of ideals (form). Thus the world of values became associated with a world that was non-
rational (not governed by reason) and non-verifiable, and reason donned its scientific cloak and 
was presented as verifiable and absolute. This shift lasted pragmatically through two world wars 
until which time man, disillusioned by harsh reality, saw another major cultural shift: that 
between modernity and post-modernity.  
 
The second major shift took place more slowly in America than in Europe perhaps because we 
are a nation founded on ideals, and such ideals continued to remain part or our self-identity well 
into the 1940s and 50s. However, with the seemingly pointlessness of war a generation began 
questioning everything, including universal truth(s). Since the biblical worldview had taken a 
back seat to reason after the Enlightenment, the only seat left to usurp was that of reason, and 
the post-war generation only had to point to the events of the past decade to show the futility 
of a world governed by rational thought. What took its place? Philosophical, cultural and 
moralistic relativism. A shift occurred in the later part of the nineteenth century among the 
world of philosophy which later became known as existentialism. Whereas Plato and all 
philosophers who followed him claimed that the essence of a thing preceded its existence, the 
existentialist philosophers (Nietzsche, Stare and Camus) claimed that the existence of a thing 
preceded its essence. In other words, moral truth (the standard of the essence of humanity) 
became redefined by the way things actually were instead of how things should be. Since 
Christian philosophy had taken a back seat to the world of the unseen within Platonic thought 
by adopting the notion that the invisible world was superior to the visible, the proverbial baby 
was thrown out with the bath water and we (Christendom) lost our ability to address the plight 
of modern man as defined by the existentialists. From this movement we have such statements 
as, “God is dead” and “the last Christian died on the cross”. The philosophy of existentialism 
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became the worldview of a generation and the hallmark characteristic of a period known as 
post-modernity.  

 
3) We have lost our confidence – The casualty of post-modernity has been the ability of the church 

to provide post-modern man with the answer to the most fundamental questions about truth 
and existence. We have lost confidence to engage in meaningful evangelism because we have 
lost a biblical understanding of truth, truth governing all of reality. In a world of relativism we 
are unsure of the universal truth claims of scripture. We are not able to confidently engage 
society with the truth of the gospel because on an intellectual level we are so used to playing by 
the rules of modernity (the dualistic split mentioned earlier), that we are not confident that the 
truth we have been taught truly governs all of life. We (at least sub-consciously) have relegated 
the truth of scripture to the realm of the unseen and have been convinced that it should reside 
there along with our preference in music, clothing and other subjective matters. Releasing the 
truth claims of scripture from the cage of subjectivism to confidently believe that the biblical 
worldview is truth with a capital “T” is one of the intended accomplishments of this class.  
 

4) Evangelism and Apologetics – So, what exactly is apologetics and how does it relate to 
evangelism and the mission of the Church? In 1 Peter 3:15 the apostle states the following, 
“…but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
respect…” This is not justification for an intellectual tradition that has evolved within 
Christianity, it is a biblical mandate that arguably expresses the very heart of evangelism. This 
class will use the foundation established in the previous class (the biblical framework of 
Creation, Fall, Redemption and Consummation) to equip God’s people to do the following three 
things mentioned in the above verse: 1) provide reason for the hope that is in you; 2) provide 
this reason with gentleness, and 3) provide this reason with respect. We will explore evangelism 
as it relates to all three areas: spiritual, emotional and rational.   


