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What do you know? 

 

History of the faith 

 Roman Catholic and catholic are different 

 Approx. 1.2 billion members worldwide with largest populations in the Americas, Europe, and Africa 

 Believe they are the only true Christian church on earth (shared with Mormonism, JW’s, and Church of 

Christ and others) 

 All “Christians” until the reformation were part of this Roman Catholic church (Augustine, Polycarp, 

Martin Luther) 

 Great schism in 11th Century created the Eastern Orthodox Church 

 Reformation in 16th Century created the Protestant church 

 1st Vatican council (Vatican 1) in 1853 stated the infallibility of the pope 

 Vatican 2 modernized the catholic practices, Mass can take place in the common language of the 

people rather than Latin and congregants can participate in worship rather than just observing. 

 This leads some Catholics to clarify if they are a Vatican 1 or Vatican 2 catholic. A Vatican 1 catholic 

would insist on the Mass being strictly in Latin and only the priests participate (singing, prayer, etc.) 

 Vatican City (its own country) is the physical location of the seat of the Roman Catholic Church (next to 

Rome in Italy). Contains Sistine Chapel, St. Peter’s Basilica, extensive library and artwork, and even the 

supposed burial place of Peter himself. 

 

Modern Catholics 

1. Traditional/Orthodox  2. Evangelical 

 

Beliefs we share 

 Divinity of Christ, Trinity, Inspiration of Scripture, the catholic Church, foundation of the apostles, 

importance of communion and baptism 

 

Main Beliefs/Practices (these mostly apply to traditional Catholics, but may overlap into evangelical 

Catholics as well) 

 

1. Papacy 

 Since Christ established His church built on the apostles, that ministry is continued through the Bishops 

(the current “apostles”) in a hierarchical system of Cardinals, Arch-Bishops, Bishops, and Priests. 

 Primacy of Peter  Bishop of Rome  ==  the Pope is said to be the direct spiritual descendant of St. 

Peter whom they believe to be the 1st pope. “Upon this Rock, I will build my Church” 

 “Whatever privileges, therefore, were conferred on Peter which may be considered essential to the 

government of the Church are inherited by the Bishops of Rome, as successors of the Prince of the 

Apostles; Just as the constitutional powers given to George Washington” are passed down… (FoF, 89) 

 Church Authority 



o The Catholic Bible (Apocrypha), the Pope, and church tradition (dogma) 

o Ex Cathedra  When Pope speaks on matters of faith & morals in his official capacity, speaks 

for God  “An infallible book is of no use to me without an infallible interpreter” (FoF, 55) 

o “The Church has authority from God to teach regarding faith and morals, and in her teaching 

she is preserved from error by the special guidance of the Holy Ghost.”  (FoF) 

o “The Catholic Church cannot be reformed…is not susceptible of being reformed in her 

doctrines…the doctrinal decrees of the church [are] irrevocable.” (FoF, 60-61) 

 Bible is the highest authority, but the Pope is its only infallible interpreter and any interpretation ever 

made by a Pope is equal with the bible in authority.  So all Catholic dogma is as unchangeable authority 

as the bible, in fact stands over the bible as its proper understanding. 

 

2. Priesthood (Sacerdotalism) 

 Sacerdotalism is the belief that priests are essential mediators between God and man…Any divine 

blessing conferred upon an individual comes through the Church; that is, through the Church’s 

ordained priesthood.   

 Mark placed on soul of a man who undergoes the sacrament of Holy Orders.  He is given the power to 

administer the other sacraments.  It can never be blotted out.  Even if he lives a sinful life, he can still 

function as a priest, forgive sins and perform sacraments. 

 Sacraments necessary for salvation, only the priest can administer them. The priest stands between 

the people and God in every catholic ceremony (mass, communion, marriage, confession, praying for 

them, etc.) 

 “To them alone He gave the power of consecrating His Body and Blood and dispensing the same to the 

faithful. He has empowered the Priests…to impart the grace of regeneration in Baptism…” (FoF, 320) 

 We believe in the priesthood of all believers, so we wouldn’t say our pastor is the same as their priest. 

Our pastor is a shepherd, equipping us people to do the work of the ministry, and encouraging us in 

our own relationships with God. 

 Since the presence of Christ is in the church, not solely in scripture or the individual believers, the 

priests have all the power of maintaining the relationship between the person and God. 

 

3. Sacraments (Sacramentalism) 

 A sacrament == “The sacraments are efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ and entrusted to 

the Church, by which divine life is dispensed to us. " (Catholic Catechism) 

 “An external sign instituted by Christ through which He gives us His grace” (St. Paul Family Catechism) 

 7 of them (you don’t need to do all 7 to be saved, but enough to have the proper amount of grace to 

save you):  

o Baptism  washes away original sin and confers grace of regeneration and the Holy Spirit 

o Confirmation  membership in the church  strengthened in the faith   Holy Spirit is given 

more completely 

o Penance  going to confession and doing what the priest says     "Even after our guilt is 

removed, there often remains some temporal punishment to be undergone, either in this life or 

the next, as an expiation to Divine sanctity and justice." (FoF, 307) 



o Unction  Anointing the sick, part of Last Rites for the dying    takes away both venial and 

mortal sins, even if the person is unconscious 

o Marriage  “the partners graced participation in and embodiment of the Mysterion”  

o Holy Orders  Ordination, Entering the priesthood   See above 

o Eucharist  communion   See below 

 Since these sacraments are needed for salvation, and only the church can administer them, the church 

holds the power of salvation rather than the Word or Spirit of God.  

 All of these are administered by the church and impart a measure of grace to the recipient. This isn’t 

always “saving grace”, but it adds up to give the person more ability to do what is needed to be saved. 

More under salvation. 

 

4. Mass 

 Worship service is similar to the typical order of worship in a protestant church, divided into three 

main parts- Introductory rites (entrance, greeting, opening song), Liturgy of the Word (readings, 

prayer, singing), Liturgy of the Eucharist (offering, communion, prayer, sometimes a closing hymn) 

 Presided over by priests, with acolytes assisting 

 Eucharist    Transubstantiation, becomes the literal body/blood of Christ 

 Why is this a problem for us? Christ is getting re-sacrificed every Sunday (still on the cross in catholic 

churches). Jesus is perpetually dying for your sin which perpetually happens. 

 "The sacrifice of the Mass is identical with that of the cross, both having the same victim and High 

Priest--Jesus Christ.  The only difference consists in the manner of the oblation.  Christ was offered up 

on the cross in a bloody manner, and in the Mass He is offered up in an unbloody manner." (FoF, 254) 

 

5. Prayer 

 Not a lot of prayer directly to Jesus. There is a lot of prayer to saints, Mary, angels, relatives, etc. 

Specific saints for specific needs. 

 2 prayers are most commonly said during the mass and for penance, and utilize the rosary beads: Hail 

Mary, and the Lord’s prayer 

 Mary, Mother of God is believed to be born without original sin (immaculate Conception, 1854), and 

believed to be Ever Virgin, Queen of Angels & Saints and is held as Co-mediatrix  

 "The Church exhorts her children not only to honor the Blessed Virgin, but also to invoke her 

intercession." (FoF, 154) 

 "Mary has never forfeited in heaven the title of Mother of Jesus.  She is still His Mother, and while 

adoring Him as her God she still retains her maternal relations, and He exercises toward her that loving 

willingness to grant her request which the best of sons entertains for the best of mothers...Never will 

our prayers find a readier acceptance than when offered through her. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord 

is with thee; blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, 

Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen”  (FoF, 155) 

 

6. Salvation 

 Salvation comes through grace, but grace is dispensed through the church and her sacraments 

 “The grace of God is obtained chiefly by prayer and the Sacraments.” (FoF, 218)   Not by faith! 



 So, one must work the sacramental system, including penance 

 By grace, through faith in Christ. Notice the word missing- “Alone” 

 The solas of the reformation came as a response to this belief 

 You can lose your salvation if you commit a mortal sin, and then die without sacramental cleansing 

 Once you die, your remaining sins that occurred since salvation that haven’t been covered have to be 

cleansed. That happens in purgatory, then you can go to heaven. 

 "There exists in the next life a middle state of temporary punishment, allotted for those who have died 

in venial sin, or who have not satisfied the justice of God for sins already forgiven.  She also teaches us 

that, although the souls consigned to this intermediate state, commonly called purgatory, cannot help 

themselves, they may be aided by the suffrages of the faithful on earth.  The existence of purgatory 

naturally implies the correlative dogma--the utility of praying for the dead.”  (FoF, 173) 

 You can pray, give and pay for others to be saved [from purgatory], even after they die 

 

Speaking About the Gospel 

Listen 

Investigate/Interrogate/Interact 

Engage 

 

 Don’t start with attacking doctrines (they might not even believe in what you are attacking) 

 Find out what kind of a catholic you are dealing with 

o Nominal (name only) 

o Traditional 

o Evangelical  An evangelical catholic may believe the same things you do, and might even be 

born-again. Their church service will look different though, and they may disagree on the 

secondary issues (baptism, communion, etc.) 

 Affirm places you agree 

 Use scripture, the same Bible as they have, to discuss. Ask them what they think 

o Ephesians 2:8-9 – Grace alone, through faith alone, etc. 

o Hebrews 7:27  Christ’s once for all sacrifice 

o 1 Peter 2:9-10  priesthood of all believers 
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