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Finding your Place in God's Story: The Covenant of Grace and Everyday Life - This class will take you step 

by step through the covenants of the Bible and help you understand the over-arching plot of scripture 

through the lens of God's Covenant of Grace. We will explore the aspect of God's covenant through its 

various administrations throughout the Old and New testaments and answer the question:  

What does each sub-plot mean for our lives today?  

What role do we play in God's story of redemption?  

How does a promise made so many centuries ago to Noah, Abraham and David have an impact on my 

life?  

The objective of this class is: to equip you with the confidence to read and understand scripture and find 

your place in the continuing story of God's redemptive grace.  

As we saw in our class last week, the Abrahamic Covenant is disclosed over three different appearances, 

three different divine encounters recorded in Genesis 12, 15 and 17. In all three encounters we witness 

the message of the Almighty introduced by an imperative: “…Go from your country…” (Genesis 12:1); 

“...fear not…” (Genesis 15:1); and “…walk before me, and be blameless…” (Genesis 17:1). It is important 

to note that the final imperative, “…walk before me and be blameless…” came after God declared 

Abraham righteous on the basis of his faith (Genesis 15:6). This affirms grace as the basis of God’s 

covenantal relationship with Abraham and his offspring. In no greater way is this grace demonstrated than 

in the story of the divided offering. This is where our current lesson begins.   

1) The self-maledictory nature of God’s Covenant with Abraham – It was common practice among 
the practitioners of covenant making in the ancient near east to refer to the process as “cutting a 
covenant”. This is due to the fact that a covenant was never considered complete unless there 
was some element of blood shedding or “cutting” resulting in blood shedding. The definition of 
malediction is: “…a curse or words or speech intended to bring about destruction or evil.”1  
 
In essence the cutting of a covenant required this self-malediction on the part of both parties. 
What each was stating to the other was, if I break covenant you can cut me in half. Breaking the 
covenant was considered a grave offence requiring the death of the covenant breaker. The 
covenant between God and Abraham, consisting of the elements discussed last week, was sealed 
through a self-maledictory statement on the part of God. God alone walked through the divided 
pieces of meat. Abraham was sleeping. This was God’s response to Abraham’s inquiry regarding 
the coming of the promised seed. In this narrative we see the following three truths: 
 

a) God initiated the Covenant 

b) God made Covenantal promises  

c) God bound himself alone to seeing to it that the Covenant promises would be upheld.  

Concerning the Abrahamic Covenant, O Palmer Robertson states the following: “In the case of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, God the Creator binds himself to man the creature by a solemn blood-oath. 

The Almighty chooses to commit himself to the fulfillment of promises spoken to Abraham. By 

this divine commitment, Abraham’s doubts are to be expelled. God has solemnly promised, and 

                                                           
1 http://www.yourdictionary.com/malediction  
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has sealed that promise with a self-maledictory oath. The realization of the divine word is 

assured.”2 This gets at the heart of Abraham’s continued relationship with God and is the reason 

he is known as the father of faith. God was establishing the truth and integrity of His word with 

the Patriarch. As Hebrews tells us, “For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no 

one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself…” (Hebrews 6:13). Faith in God’s word alone 

became the basis for Abraham’s obedience.  

2) The Sign of God’s Covenant with Abraham - In chapter 17 of Genesis, there are a variety of things 

that occur. This includes the following: 

 

a) God reiterates his promise to multiply Abraham greatly.  

b) God changes Abram’s name from Abram to Abraham. 

c) God reaffirms that His Covenant will be between Himself and Abraham’s offspring 

forever.  

d) God promises to give Abraham and his descendants the land of Canaan.  

e) God established the physical sign of the covenant.  

The establishment of the sign of the covenant becomes the hallmark feature of God’s dealing with 

a select community, and has ramifications that continue into the New Testament dispensation. 

There are four important points to make about the sign of the covenant: 1) there is such an 

intimate relationship between the sign and the thing signified that the sign is referred to as the 

covenant (vs. 10). In a very real sense the sign is the covenant, sealed in the flesh of Abraham’s 

descendants (13b). 2) Circumcision was a sign of inclusion in the covenant community. It brought 

people into relationship with God through fellowship with a covenant community. 3) Circumcision 

symbolized the need for cleansing as well as the actual process of cleansing. Finally, as O Palmer 

Robertson states, “…the close relation of this covenantal seal to the propagation of the race 

indicates that God intends to deal with families. God in his work of redemption intends to restore 

the solidarity of the creation order of the family.”3 So, circumcision symbolized God’s desire for 

the unfolding of His plan of redemption through the family unit, and through a community set 

apart (physically and spiritually) with a mission. This has always been His method, and continues 

to be so even today.  

3) What does this mean for me? As we continue on this journey of exploring the covenants of 

scripture it is helpful to observe exactly what relevancy the respective covenants have for us 

today. Think for a moment about the following questions.  How does God’s missional intent 

behind His covenant with Abraham relate to me today? Is there a missional element to the 

assembly of the body of Christ here at HPC? Is there a missional element to my Small Group? Is 

there a missional element to my vocation? Is there a missional element to how God intends for 

me to relate to my spouse, children, and community?  

 

 

 

                                                           
2 The Christ of the Covenants, Robertson pg. 131 
3 The Christ of the Covenants, Robertson pg. 152 
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