
Finding Your Place in God's Story of Redemption Winter/Spring 2015 
 

Baney, Lesson 2 - Winter/Spring 2015 
 

Finding your Place in God's Story: The Covenant of Grace and Everyday Life - This class will take you step 

by step through the covenants of the Bible and help you understand the over-arching plot of scripture 

through the lens of God's Covenant of Grace. We will explore the aspect of God's covenant through its 

various administrations throughout the Old and New testaments and answer the question:  

What does each sub-plot mean for our lives today?  

What role do we play in God's story of redemption?  

How does a promise made so many centuries ago to Noah, Abraham and David have an impact on my 

life?  

The objective of this class is: to equip you with the confidence to read and understand scripture and find 

your place in the continuing story of God's redemptive grace.  

1) Final word regarding the Covenant of Works -  Even though the text of the first two chapters of 

Genesis does not state the presence of a pre-fall covenant (Covenant of Works), there are other 

scriptural passages that do refer to the Covenant of Works (Jeremiah 33:20 and Hosea 6:7). Some 

Theologians (O. Palmer Robertson) prefer the term, Covenant of Creation over Covenant of Works 

due to the tendency to make works and grace mutually exclusive, an act not intended by the 

original use of the phrase nor by the context of scripture.  

 

2) The Commencement of the Covenant of Grace - With the Fall, all of creation was subjected to the 

dominion of sin and death. However, as we saw last week, God provided a remedy for the 

restoration of all things. This remedy is mentioned in Genesis 3:15. To better understand the 

commencement of the Covenant of Grace and the ultimate extent of the redeeming work of 

Christ, let us consider the extent of the curse mentioned immediately after the Fall in Genesis 

3:14-19. In this passage we discover that the Fall resulted in the following curses: 

 

a. Spiritual curse: The covenantal warning of God was that the day mankind ate of 

the forbidden fruit, he would surely die. Death is here both physical as well as 

spiritual. Instantaneous spiritual death did result from sin albeit the physical 

death was/is a gradual process. Spiritual death is depicted in the scriptural 

account with the description, “…then the eyes of both were opened, and they 

knew that they were naked…” (Gen. 3:7) 

b. Relational Curse: As a result of eating the forbidden fruit, Eve (and Adam) were 

cursed relationally. We see this conveyed in verse 16. The brokenness of Adam 

and Eve’s relationship took only a generation before it was conveyed through 

murderous acts performed by their son Cain.  

c. Vocational Curse: The creation mandate to, “Be fruitful and multiply and replenish 

the earth and subdue it” was not reversed by the original sin of Adam, but the 

curse has infiltrated every vocational arena. Whereas man prior to the Fall had 

the vocational responsibility of creating culture and society for the glory of God, 

there is now introduced (post-Fall) a usurper to the throne: the idolatrous heart 

of man. According to the prophet Jeremiah, this has a far reaching impact on 

every thought, deed and word originating from us (Jeremiah 17:9).  
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With the promise of 3:15 subtly proclaiming God’s plan for the ages, one can deduct the extent 

of the work of redemption by observing the extent of the curse. Using the three main areas 

described above, Christ came to provide spiritual redemption, relational redemption as well as 

vocational redemption. In summary He came to redeem all, “…as far as the curse is found”.  

d. With whom did God make this Covenant? God's Covenant of Grace is established 

between God (the only rightful King of the Universe, and His people (both Old and 

New Testament). Therefore, there is one common theme interwoven throughout 

the various covenants: “…I (God) will be your God and you will be my people. I 

will dwell among you”.  

e. What role do the varying "covenants" throughout scripture play in affirming this 

over-arching plot?  The varying "covenants" mentioned throughout the Bible 

disclose different aspects of this Covenant of Grace and further reveal to us God's 

character and redemptive work. The Covenant of Grace creates a biblical 

framework, which can be summarized through four characteristics: Creation, Fall, 

Redemption, and Consummation. For this reason, the Covenant of Grace is often 

referred to as the mega-narrative (mega: great; narrative: story). O Palmer 

Robertson makes the following comments: “…God’s multiple bonds (covenants) 

with his people ultimately unite into a single relationship. Particular details of the 

covenants may vary. A definite line of progress may be noted. Yet the covenants 

of God are one….Each successive covenant builds on the previous relationship, 

continuing the basic emphasis which had been established earlier.” (Christ of the 

Covenants pg. 28) There is a unity among the various covenants each disclosing a 

fresh insight into God’s desired relationship with His people and the means by 

which He achieves it. 

3) The Noahic Covenant: The Covenant of Preservation – The entire created order is impacted by the 

Fall; there is no aspect of creation that is not. God establishes his right to be our King in the first 

two chapters of Genesis by disclosing that He alone is the Creator, and we the creature. The gulf 

between the two cannot be bridged unless He chooses to do so.  

A point should here be made that there is no qualitative distinction between the natural world 

and the spiritual as if one were good and the other bad (or tainted). This distinction arises within 

Christianity, and continues to influence many believers today, but is unbiblical in origin. Both the 

natural world as well as the spiritual world are part of God’s “very good” creation. This truth is 

brought home beautifully in the next covenant of scripture: The Noahic Covenant. We will 

consider four different aspects of the Noahic covenant, each is detailed below.  

 

1) Distinction between God’s Common Grace and Particular Grace – The beginning of 

the selection of Noah as a “second Adam” if you will, the one through whom the 

entire earth will become re-populated establishes God’s grace as the fundamental 

means through which God relates to His people. Genesis 6:8 states, “But Noah found 

favor (grace) in the eyes of the Lord.” This particular grace was the means by which 

God saved Noah and his family and allowed all others to perish.  

2) Preservation of all of Creation – Though God used the destructive force of a flood to 

annihilate the unbelieving, preserving alive only Noah and his family and the animals 
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brought into the Ark, God covenants to renew the provisions of creation articulated 

earlier in Genesis 1-2. God states to Noah, “…I will never again curse the ground 

because of man…neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have 

done… while the earth remains, seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 

winter, day and night, shall not cease” (Genesis 8:21-22). Michael Williams says the 

following about this passage, “It is common for Christians to think of redemption in 

man-centered terms. That is to say, we limit the recipients of God’s redemptive 

concern to human beings. Yet the Noahic story portrays God’s concern as being as 

wide as all of creation, but not extending to each and every human being. Man is still 

the problem. In a real sense, the Noahic covenant stands the notion of a dualistic 

salvation on its head. Where the dualist seeks a salvation from the world, the Noahic 

covenant suggests that the world must be saved from man”. (As Far as the Curse is 

Found, Pg. 94).  

Note too, that God reiterates the Creation Mandate. In Genesis 9:1 we read, “And 

God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

earth…”  

3) Universalistic in Application – Every living creature (both those who are saved as well 

as unsaved and all animal life) benefit from this covenant (Genesis 9:9).  

4) Memorialized through a sign – The Noahic covenant is memorialized through a 

universal sign between God and all flesh. This sign of the covenant is the rainbow in 

the clouds assuring all that God will preserve His creation and not destroy the earth 

again with the waters of a flood.  

 

So, how does the Noahic covenant affirm the overarching Covenant of Grace? O Palmer Robertson 

offers an accurate and articulate answer. He states, “The covenant with Noah provides the 

preservative structure by which God’s purpose to redeem a people to himself may be realized…this 

ancient bond still provides the framework in which redemption may be accomplished.” (The Christ 

of the Covenants, pg. 44).  

 

4) What does this mean for me? As we continue on this journey of exploring the covenants of 

scripture it is helpful to observe exactly what relevancy the respective covenants have for us 

today. Think for a moment about the following questions. 1) How does the creation mandate and 

its renewal in the Noahic covenant influence how we see vocation? 2) What bearing does the 

promise that all of creation (including the natural world) will be redeemed have on the Christian’s 

view of environmentalism and stewardship of earth? Let’s flesh out the differences between 

common grace and particular grace. 3) How is the Creation Mandate fulfilled in my respective 

vocation?  

 

 

 


