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Finding your Place in God's Story: The Covenant of Grace and Everyday Life - This class will take you step 

by step through the covenants of the Bible and help you understand the over-arching plot of scripture 

through the lens of God's Covenant of Grace. We will explore the aspect of God's covenant through its 

various administrations throughout the Old and New testaments and answer the question:  

What does each sub-plot mean for our lives today?  

What role do we play in God's story of redemption?  

How does a promise made so many centuries ago to Noah, Abraham and David have an impact on my 

life?  

The objective of this class is: to equip you with the confidence to read and understand scripture and find 

your place in the continuing story of God's redemptive grace.  

1) Why Covenant? A basic understanding of God's Covenant of grace, and subsequently of the 

Bible requires one to ask the pivotal question, "Why God does chose to interact with mankind 

through the use of covenants? What is a covenant, and what does God's use of covenants 

disclose about His character? 

The term "covenant" (or brit in Hebrew) can best be understood by comparing the use of the 

term in ancient Israel with the use of the same or similar terms throughout the ancient 

Mediterranean. The form and style of the Biblical covenants has often been compared to the 

Hittite (an ancient ethnic group inhabiting the land of Canaan), Suzerain system. This system 

entailed a degree of agreements between a superior, conquering king (one whose legitimate 

right to rule had been agreed to by the subject) and his inferiors. These treatises between the 

King and his subjects generally adhered to the following format: 

 

a.) The identification of the inferior party discloses his acts and titles (preamble). 

b.) A survey of the gracious acts on the part of the superior party in which a case is made 

for his superiority (qualifying resume). 

c.) The stipulations of the treaty (terms of the agreement) - what is required of the vassal  

d.) The impact of stipulations (compensation) - blessings for obedience and curses for 

disobedience.  

The term "covenant" was a cultural term with which ancient Israel would have been familiar, 

and became the means by which an infinite, totally other - God would reveal Himself and His 

plan of redemption to His people.  

2) The Covenant of Works - The Westminster Confession of Faith mentions two Covenants: a 

Covenant of Works, spanning from the creation of Adam until the Fall, and a Covenant of Grace 

from the Fall until the end of the ages. However, both are part of the Covenant of Grace 

insomuch as the grace of God is revealed in each. The Apostle Paul reminds us of this when he 

states: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation 

of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him." (Ephesians 1:3-4). 

 

The Covenant of Works follows the same pattern as mentioned above in that it offers the 

following: 



Finding Your Place in God's Story of Redemption Winter/Spring 2015 

Baney, Lesson 1 - Winter/Spring 2015 

 

a.) Identification - God the Creator brings forth or creates the world and man. This act of 

Creation establishes Him by default as the rightful Ruler of creation. 

b.) A survey -  this, too, is revealed in Creation as stated by the Apostle Paul in Romans 

1:19, "For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 

clearly perceived , ever since the creation of the world , in the things that have been 

made..."  

c.) The stipulations of the covenant: Genesis 1:28-29, "And God blessed them. And God 

said o them, "be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens, and over every living thing 

that moves on the earth."And God said, "behold I have given you every plant yielding 

seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall 

have them for food."  

d.) The impact of stipulations: Genesis 2:16, "And the Lord God commanded the man, 

saying, "You may eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil  you shall not eat,  for in the day that you eat of it, you shall surely die". 

The curse is here explicit - if you eat of the forbidden fruit, you shall die. The blessing is 

implicit - if you refrain, you shall live. 

 

How does this Covenant of Works affirm the Covenant of Grace? It is true that death (both 

spiritual and physical) was conveyed to Adam and his posterity, but it is also true that God 

provided a remedy - the promised seed of the woman, Genesis 3:15 "I will put enmity 

between you and the woman and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise 

your head, and you shall bruise his heel." Here the promised "Seed" of the woman becomes 

the hope of history, reversing the curse of sin and restoring Creation.  

 

3) The Covenant of Grace - So, if there is one overarching plot, which ties all of scripture together, 

and if this plot is conveyed through God's Covenant of Grace, it begs the following two 

questions:  

 

1) With whom did God make this Covenant? And 2) what role do the varying 

"covenants" throughout scripture play in affirming this over-arching plot?   

 

God's Covenant of Grace is established between God (the only rightful King of the Universe, and 

His church (both Old and New Testament). The varying "covenants" mentioned throughout the 

Bible disclose different aspects of this Covenant of Grace and further reveal to us God's 

character and redemptive work. The Covenant of Grace creates a biblical framework, which can 

be summarized through four characteristics: Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Consummation. 

For this reason, the Covenant of Grace us often referred to as the mega-narrative (mega: great; 

narrative: story).  

 

4) What does this mean for me? On the simplest level, the mega-narrative of scripture means that 

your life and mine are not meaningless conglomerations of random events, but are individually 

as well as collectively part of the on-going story of redemption. When we read scripture, we are 

reading our family history, and arrive in the twenty-first century at this point in the chain, 
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knowing that God's work is continuing through us. This gives meaning and purpose to even the 

most mundane of occupations.  

 

Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter VII: Of God's Covenant with Man 

I. The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although reasonable creatures do 
owe obedience unto Him as their Creator, yet they could never have any fruition of Him as their 
blessedness and reward, but by some voluntary condescension on God's part, which He has been 
pleased to express by way of covenant.  

II. The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works, wherein life was promised to Adam; 
and in him to his posterity, upon condition of perfect and personal obedience.  

III. Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable of life by that covenant, the Lord was pleased to 
make a second, commonly called the covenant of grace; wherein He freely offers unto sinners life 
and salvation by Jesus Christ; requiring of them faith in Him, that they may be saved, and promising 
to give unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life His Holy Spirit, to make them willing, and 
able to believe.  

IV. This covenant of grace is frequently set forth in scripture by the name of a testament, in 
reference to the death of Jesus Christ the Testator, and to the everlasting inheritance, with all things 
belonging to it, therein bequeathed.  

V. This covenant was differently administered in the time of the law, and in the time of the Gospel: 
under the law it was administered by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal 
lamb, and other types and ordinances delivered to the people of the Jews, all foresignifying Christ to 
come; which were, for that time, sufficient and efficacious, through the operation of the Spirit, to 
instruct and build up the elect in faith in the promised Messiah, by whom they had full remission of 
sins, and eternal salvation; and is called the Old Testament.  

VI. Under the Gospel, when Christ, the substance, was exhibited, the ordinances in which this 
covenant is dispensed are the preaching of the Word, and the administration of the sacraments of 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper: which, though fewer in number, and administered with more 
simplicity, and less outward glory, yet, in them, it is held forth in more fullness, evidence, and 
spiritual efficacy, to all nations, both Jews and Gentiles; and is called the New Testament. There are 
not therefore two covenants of grace, differing in substance, but one and the same, under various 
dispensations.  
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